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APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED FUND) BILL (NO. 1) 2005 
APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED FUND) BILL (NO. 2) 2005 

Second Reading - Cognate Debate 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury) [8.04 pm]:  I will raise a few issues about the budget, but I will begin by 
talking a little about St Patrick’s Cathedral in Bunbury.  I want to place on the record the predicament of that 
cathedral.  We unfortunately heard during the week that it appears that the cathedral will need to come down.  
Obviously, a rebuilding program will have to commence.  It is terrible news for the people of Bunbury and the 
diocese of Bunbury that the cathedral cannot be saved.  As members might be aware, the diocese of Bunbury 
ranges from Mandurah through to the south of the state and as far east as Esperance.  They are the general areas.  
St Patrick’s Cathedral is an iconic building for Bunbury.  It does not matter where one stands in the Bunbury 
central business district, when one looks up the hill or down from Victoria Street one sees St Patrick’s Cathedral.  
This matter is affecting a lot of people in various ways.  I have a long association with St Patrick’s and I am sure 
you, Mr Acting Speaker (Mr P.W. Andrews), as a former Bunbury boy, would also have had a long association 
with the cathedral. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.W. Andrews):  Yes; my parents were married there, I was baptised there and 
I served mass there. 
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  Precisely.  I met a few people while I was being shown through the cathedral.  They 
had driven down from Perth to take photos of the place because they were distressed at the thought that they 
would never see it again.  The Bishop of Bunbury, Gerard Holohan, showed me through the inside of the 
building and its condition nearly brought tears to my eyes.  I could see the sky through the roof where it had been 
twisted.  I do not really want to go into that area, because it is so distressing. 
This building affects not only the catholic community but also the community in general.  It is beyond religion 
and it is beyond politics, because it is such a tremendous landmark.  It is 84 years old.  Bunbury has been 
through many storms before, but it took this one to knock the cathedral over.  It is an absolute shame.  A lot of 
soul-searching has to be done.  The community is asking a whole range of questions: what will happen now; will 
it be rebuilt on the same site, which I daresay it will; what will it look like; will it be replicated; how will it affect 
the finances of the community; and how will the community participate?  All those questions and investigations 
are taking place now.  It will obviously take 12 or 18 months before some real answers are known and we can 
get on with it.  Working through quantity surveyors and the like, we need to understand what shortfalls in 
monetary terms there will be in replacing the building.  It will have a major impact on the whole community.  I 
put on the record that I think state government funding or assistance will be required.  Maybe we can also obtain 
some funds from the federal government.  The community in general will participate in those fundraising 
activities.  I place that on record, because sooner or later, once all the information and the bottom line are known, 
I intend to put a case to this government and the federal government for some assistance packages, which I hope 
will be looked upon favourably.  I hope the government of Western Australia will look favourably on this project 
in framing its next budget.  As I said, it is a church not just for the Catholic community but for the broader 
community.  It is an iconic building for the whole Bunbury diocese, which covers an area from Esperance to 
Mandurah and that general locality.  It is a very dark day in the history of St Patrick’s Cathedral.,  It is a dark day 
for Bunbury, the south west and the Bunbury diocese as well.  We will come back to the government and to the 
federal government to see how they can participate with financial assistance. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Can the Bunbury community and the Catholic Church fund the rebuilding of something like 
that? 

Mr M.W. Trenorden:  It is a significant issue. 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  It is such a huge project.  It is very difficult to say at this time.  I am sure that the heart 
and soul of the community will go into this, but it may be stretched beyond its capacity.  That is why I have 
placed on record that it is beyond politics and beyond religion.  It is a building of such importance to the state of 
Western Australia that I am hopeful the government will look at this matter in a very positive light and will assist 
where it can when the time comes.   
Prior to the last election, promises were made to provide certain things in Bunbury.  I will run through a few 
listed in the budget papers.  Newton Moore Senior High School has been allocated $9.6 million for upgrades and 
permanent accommodation.  That amount is to be spread over a couple of years.  I am certain the school 
community will be thankful for it.  When the member for Cottesloe and I visited Newton Moore Senior High 
School it was raining.  We stepped over puddles in the classroom, and water was running through the ceilings 
and down the walls; it was an absolute mess.  I think 15 transportable classrooms on site have seen the better 
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light of day.  I am sure that school will welcome this funding.  The Liberal Party promised to rebuild the school, 
except for the administration block and the performing arts centre.  The $9.5 million that has been allocated will 
benefit the learning environment of students and teachers, and the school community will be much better off 
because of it.   

I refer now to Bunbury Senior High School, one of my former schools.  In those days Catholic colleges catered 
only for students up to year 10, and unless students wanted to continue their education in Perth, they had 
nowhere else to go other than to Bunbury high school, which I attended for years 11 and 12.  
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.W. Andrews):  I did as well.  It has a lot to answer for!  
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  It does have a lot to answer for.  That was the way things were done in those days.  I 
was also delighted to see in the budget that $1.5 million is allocated for upgrades to Bunbury high school.  When 
I was talking to the administration staff there they identified the canteen, the library and administration buildings 
as areas in need of urgent improvement.  I hope that money will be allocated to those areas.  I do not think things 
have changed very much at all since you and I went to that school, Mr Acting Speaker.  I think the allocation 
will be very welcome.  Manea College for years 11 and 12 - a $14 million project - is proposed to be built 
adjacent to the South West Regional College of TAFE.  Only $100 000 of it has been allocated in this year’s 
budget.  I do not know what amounts are in the forward estimates or how long this project will take to build.  It 
looks as though $100 000 is an initial amount allocated for planning.  The government has decided to build that 
college even though community opinion is divided about whether a college for years 11 and 12 is the best 
direction to take in education in the Bunbury area.  
The disabled have been somewhat overlooked in this budget.  Children with disabilities such as autism have 
been left a bit high and dry.  Only $600 000 has been allocated for services to assist children with disabilities.  I 
do not think it is good enough.  Three hundred children in Bunbury and the south west who had been assessed as 
needing therapy were recently culled from the system and have been left with no services whatsoever.  The 
$600 000 will barely scratch the surface of this much-needed service in the south west.   
The Disability Coalition that I and the member for Capel have met with several times has brought the situation to 
our attention.  It has been fighting very hard to raise its profile and to get more services for the disabled in the 
south west.  Together with them, I certainly will be fighting as hard as I can for more resources.   
Mental health services have received some funding that is long overdue.  Bunbury had been identified as the 
worst catered for city in regional Australia for mental health services because of the inadequate care and human 
rights breaches.  The services have been deteriorating over the past three years, and especially in the last 12 
months they have gone downhill.  An amount of $8.7 million has been promised for mental health services and 
that is terrific.  This expanded inpatient mental health service will not be completed for at least a couple of years, 
so the Bunbury residents obviously now have to put up with the excessive waiting list.  We know that the mental 
health outpatients clinic recently reopened after being closed for more than 12 months.  We had only one public 
psychiatrist for inpatients and one locum for outpatients, and by the World Health Organisation standards we 
should have about nine psychiatrists.  Four psychiatrists have left Bunbury in the past 12 months because there 
were no mental health support structures for them.  It was a sad state of affairs.  For mental health services to be 
really effective members would agree that we need to have that whole package put together.  We need not only 
the physical structure, but also adequate numbers of professional staff ready to help people.  We cannot have one 
or the other, we need the complete package.   

The living skills program was discontinued in December 2003, and it needs to be reopened.  It is an absolutely 
essential service for people in the area.  It does not get a guernsey in the budget, as far as I can see, and I 
sincerely hope that this program is re-established because it is a critical service.   

Also, a secure future is needed for the Clozapine Clinic that is attached to the Bunbury Regional Hospital.  It 
needs to be looked at and assessed.   
The funding for the new Bunbury dental clinic is welcome, but is also long overdue.  The waiting list for public 
dental health services has blown out to three years.  It is simply not good enough and I have had people visit my 
office and also ring me complaining about the service because they cannot get in.  It is one thing to fund a clinic, 
but we must look at where the staff will come from.  At the moment the clinic is down to about four dentists.  I 
know one recently left or is about to leave, and that will bring the number down to three.  The appropriate 
number of staff for this service is also required.   
I welcome the development of the cancer centre for Bunbury.  I am pleased it will go ahead.  At last this will 
enable patients in the south west to be provided with lifesaving radiation therapy close to home.  For too long 
cancer patients have had to travel to Perth for radiation therapy.  I have had a bit to do with this through people I 
know.  Some people in the country are not used to travelling through the metropolitan area and staying 
overnight.  It is a real strain and puts pressure on people.  Some people do not realise that.  However, it is a real 
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added strain on those people.  I welcome this announcement.  This facility is long overdue.  I will continue to 
fight for better services for cancer patients in the south west.  These issues that affect the lives and health of 
people are pretty important to me.  I urge the government to pay them urgent attention. 

The Peel deviation project was a core government promise.  As members know, it was a $340 million project 
that was funded by the state and federal governments.  As the project has been on the drawing board for a while 
now, I was disappointed to see that only $4 million has been allocated to it in this year’s budget.  It is a crucial 
plan for Bunbury and the south west.  It will slash the time for people travelling to and from Perth; it will make 
roads much safer; it will reduce the impact on roads from heavy commercial and passenger vehicles; and, as 
there will be fewer stops and starts and less travelling time, it will reduce the transport overheads for south west 
businesses transferring their goods and services to Perth.  I was looking at a map of the Peel deviation with the 
Mayor of Mandurah, and the people from the Department for Planning and Infrastructure told me that there 
would be 13 sets of traffic lights between Mandurah and the freeway.   
[Quorum formed.] 
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  I have lost my place now.  In looking at that map, I could see that there would be 13 
sets of traffic lights between Mandurah and the freeway.  Can members imagine the number of stops and starts 
that trucks will make?  However, apart from that, when the project is complete it will provide a general 
economic stimulus to the south west because of the shorter travelling time.  I believe it will encourage the 
relocation of more businesses to the south west.  It will be a good economic boost for us and, hopefully, people 
will be more likely to come and live in the south west.  I urge the government to complete this project as soon as 
possible, as it is really important for us. 
Obviously, Bunbury residents will now have to wait for the port access road to be built because funding has been 
allocated over three and a half to four years.  I believe that half a million dollars has been allocated to it in year 
one, $4 million in year two, $8 million in year three and a further $8 million in year four.  I am sure the project 
could be completed earlier than that.  As heavy haulage traffic to the port will only increase, the safety of the 
existing roads will be compromised until the port access road is completed.  We all know that the south west is 
growing at a very healthy rate, and the volume of products and manufactured goods will only increase, putting 
more pressure on our roads.  The Eelup roundabout is already widely recognised as one of the most dangerous 
roundabouts in Australia, and yet the government does not seem to recognise the urgency of the port access road.  
I am only going by memory here, so I will stand to be corrected, but I think about $5 million worth of traffic 
accidents have occurred on the Eelup roundabout.  That whole area is absolutely important to us, and I urge that 
this project be completed as quickly as possible.  I think it can be completed within four years.  The South 
Western Highway has been forgotten to a certain extent.  Not enough money has been allocated to the 
improvement of the highway.  I know some money has been allocated for passing lanes, but it is completely 
inadequate in the light of the intense pressure this highway is under from freight transport, residents and tourists.  
It is a major arterial road, from Perth to Bunbury and Manjimup.  There is a lot more traffic on the road.  It is in 
absolutely urgent need of upgrades.  We do not want to go through the same series of incidents that have 
occurred over the past two weeks.  They demonstrate how urgent the project is.  
The Bunbury Port Authority has been studying the feasibility of containerisation for a number of years.   The 
study is not quite complete yet.  It is investigating issues such as where the containers can come in.  I believe that 
about a third of all containers leaving Western Australia come from the south west.  The government promised 
before the election that $11 million was to be budgeted to assist the port to prepare for the container trade.  I 
have not seen any figures anywhere in the budget papers for that project.  Maybe it is in a different section; I 
stand to be corrected.  However, I do not at present see any money allocated to the containerisation.  I will be 
contacting the port authority to find out where it is at, and to ascertain the future of containerisation.  It has been 
a hot topic for the port and the community of the south west, and it will be a good thing, when and if it 
eventuates.   
I will talk a bit about the outer harbour project.  Before the last election there was a fair bit of fanfare about what 
the government intended to do in the outer harbour, along with a bit of criticism about the Liberal Party and me 
not supporting the project enough.  However, we were supporting it.  The concept plan started with the Bunbury 
City Council about three and a half or four years ago, in a process called the three waters strategy.  The concept 
incorporated the outer harbour, the causeway and Koombana Bay in that area.  It was about removing the 
industrial infrastructure from the area and relocating it to the inner harbour.  It was also about developing the 
area as a tourism precinct, with a commercial area, hotels and residential areas, and integrating that whole area 
with the central business district and Marlston Hill.  In fact, that was to be the next phase of the development of 
the central business district and the Marlston Hill area.  In early 2004, the government came out with its own 
concept plan.  It was all over the papers.  It also allocated about $790 000 for a full feasibility study.  There was 
widespread public consultation.  The council also, under the three waters strategy, held numerous workshops, 
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with an enormous amount of public consultation.  Everyone is expecting the project to proceed as a given.  The 
Minister for Planning and Infrastructure said that the government would put $50 million towards the plan.  The 
Premier said that he expected that the project would attract about $140 million of private investment and would 
have an economic impact for Bunbury of about $290 million.  I am disappointed that there is no money in the 
forward estimates for this project.  I am not sure where the project is at now and at what stage it will be brought 
back on stream.  I will be working extremely hard to ensure that the project does come back on stream, because 
it is a project that the people of Bunbury are expecting.  Before the election that was certainly the indication that 
was given to the people of Bunbury.   
I turn now to the overall transport strategy.  I believe in long-term strategic planning.  I am disappointed that 
nowhere in the budget papers is there any commitment to forward planning for an integrated transport strategy.  
We need to look at the future growth and development of the south west for the next 10, 20, 30, 40 and 50 years.  
I am passionate about the need for long-term strategic planning, because if we do not leapfrog ahead of the game 
and plan for where we are going, events will overtake us and we will forever be spending heaps of money trying 
to fix mistakes that are made along the way.  

I am disappointed that there is no mention in the budget of two very important projects: the Bunbury outer-ring 
road, and the second stage of the port access road.  Both of these projects have been talked about for a long time.  
I have seen some figures that indicate that the cost of those two projects will be about $116 million.  I have seen 
the lines on the map.  I have seen the plans.  I have seen three different locations for the Bunbury outer-ring road.  
After all these years, we still have not decided on the final location of that ring road. 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  Is there not $1.5 million for the port access road? 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  That is not the final stage. 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  It will take about 100 years to finish. 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  We should get on with the planning of that ring road.  It seems to have just disappeared 
off the face of the earth.  I have not heard mention of it recently.  It is an absolute must.  We are talking about 
strategic planning.  We will have the Peel deviation, or the Perth-Bunbury highway, which will connect with the 
Bunbury outer-ring road, and then the first stage of the port access road will go from South Western Highway 
into the port, and the second stage will go from South Western Highway and connect with the Bunbury outer-
ring road.  We have all been talking about freight.  The member for Warren-Blackwood, more than anyone else, 
knows about the timber plantations and the events of the past few weeks, which have sort of been thrust upon us.   

Mr P.D. Omodei:  There is coal. 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  Yes, coal.  As I said before, the south west is growing at an enormous rate.  More and 
more traffic and transport vehicles are on the roads now.  If heavy haulage vehicles could use a totally integrated 
network of roads to travel along Bussell Highway and South Western Highway to the port and through Perth, the 
impacts that are being experienced would be reduced.  The pressure of heavy commercial vehicles and passenger 
vehicles is having a big impact.  There must be integral links with the overall scheme.  We must get really 
serious about funding, because once those links are in place, there will be a major boost for not only Bunbury but 
the whole of the south west.  Bunbury is the regional centre of the south west; it is the hub.  It has the major port 
for the south west.  I believe about $5 billion worth of product is transported out of the south west.  The port is 
running at about 11 million or 12 million tonnes.  In the next few years that is estimated to increase to 14 million 
or 15 million tonnes.  We cannot be too blasé about this issue.  Totally integrated transport links and networks 
really need to be looked at.   

I will work extremely hard with the Bunbury City Council, the community of Bunbury and the various groups 
within the community. 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  The port authority. 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  Yes, the port authority, the Bunbury Wellington Economic Alliance, the education 
groups and all the other groups not only within the electorate of Bunbury but also surrounding it.  One good 
thing about Bunbury and the south west is that there is a strong Liberal presence in the area.  We have a great 
network and a great team.  We are working together on a range of projects for the benefit of the south west.  We 
want to see all the issues and promises delivered for Bunbury and the south west.  I will work hard with the 
various groups to identify the future needs of the community, and will present them to the state government.  
Hopefully, it will look at them seriously and put them into the budget next year and in the years after that.   

What has been promised and put in the budget for the Bunbury electorate is a mirror image of the proposals that 
the Liberals put forward before the election.  The projects, the programs and the promises of the Liberal Party 
are reflected in the budget. 
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Dr S.C. Thomas interjected. 
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  Perhaps matched is a better word.   

Mr C.J. Barnett:  We were going to put $15 million into Newton Moore. 
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  We were going to totally rebuild Newton Moore Senior High School, apart from the 
administration centre and the performing arts centre. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Nine million dollars is not to be sneezed at, but I suspect, for a school of that age, the 
expenditure of $15 million would be money well spent. 
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  If I remember rightly, the school was built in the mid 1960s. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  It has had its day. 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  Yes.  In all seriousness, $9.5 million is great, but if the government could see its way 
clear to spending the extra money to rebuild it, it would save itself a lot of money in the long term. 

Mr J.B. D’Orazio:  How many millions has Bunbury got? 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  Not quite enough.  The City of Bunbury does not have quite enough money.  I believe 
Albany got heaps more than Bunbury ever got in the four years in which the government had its representatives 
in Bunbury and Albany.  As I believe the government will want to try to win Bunbury back, in one way this is all 
fantastic for Bunbury, because the Liberal Party’s proposals have been matched and money is being thrown into 
Bunbury.  If I can achieve a result like that every time, I will be happy for Bunbury and the community of 
Bunbury.  As the second city of Western Australia, and a regional centre with the second largest urban 
population in Western Australia - 

Mr D.A. Templeman:  Mandurah has a bigger population than Bunbury’s. 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  They tell me that Mandurah is a suburb of Perth! 

Bunbury has not received quite enough in the 2005-06 budget.  In conjunction with all community groups and 
the general community of Bunbury, and working with my colleagues from the south west, we will push for as 
many facilities and services as possible for Bunbury and the south west region, as these areas are powerhouses of 
the state and deserve those services. 

MS S.E. WALKER (Nedlands) [8.40 pm]:  I am pleased that the Minister for Justice is in the house - 

Mr J.B. D’Orazio:  Does that mean I can go now? 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Be it on the minister’s head if he leaves as I am about to raise a very important topic.   

In reference to the budget papers, the Nedlands electorate received a little money, but this was mainly directed to 
Subiaco.  I will also refer in this speech to my recent trip to Sydney and I will deal with the establishment of a 
judicial commission in Western Australia. 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected.   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  I thank the member for Girrawheen. 

If my speech were to have a title, it could be “Baby boomers - on the road to purgatory.”  Why?  The major 
initiatives for 2005-06 are outlined in the budget papers.  The member for South Perth gave me a copy of the 
major initiatives for 2005-06 in the community development portfolio upon which he had marked a big word, 
“Rhetoric”.  The major achievements read -  

•  Work with a range of stakeholders to implement and develop an elder abuse prevention alliance to 
inform government policy and promote community and professional awareness and understanding 
of elder abuse.   

I will not go into a definition of elder abuse; however, my contention for part of my speech tonight is that the 
Public Trust Office is committing elder abuse on one of my constituents.  I will read a letter to the house in a 
moment from the Public Trustee’s trust manager to my constituent, who is currently in a locked ward at 
Graylands Hospital.  I want the Minister for Justice to conduct a review of the people that he has at a senior 
level, including the Public Trustee, Nina McLaren, and the top managers.  The minister should have a look at the 
type of people running the show.  I also call on the minister to undertake a full review of the Guardianship and 
Administration Board, the Office of the Public Advocate and the Public Trust Office.  I will tell the minister why 
if he listens to my comments.   
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I am involved in this matter under my portfolio of shadow Attorney General in that my constituent’s problems 
relate to the Guardianship and Administration Act.  Many baby boomers will face similar problems unless 
Parliament does something about the situation my constituent faces at the moment.  

Page 1031 of the Budget Statements reads - 

Advocacy, guardianship and administration services protect and promote the financial interest and 
welfare of people with decision-making disabilities by providing: 

•  access to investigation and advocacy services; 

That is the Office of the Public Advocate - 

•  appropriate appointment of guardians and administrators and appropriate interventions in relation 
to enduring Powers of Attorney; 

That is the Guardianship and Administration Board - 

•  guardianship and administration community education services; 

•  guardianship and administration services provided by the Public Advocate and Public Trustee.   

I am concerned that a major achievement for 2004-05 was a major review of the Guardianship and 
Administration Act 1990.  I have looked at the second reading speech outlining why that act was introduced and 
the Office of Public Advocate was established.  The minister will be very surprised to find that the operation of 
the Public Trust Office today is the very type of structure that the act was introduced in 1990 to get around.  I 
will come to that matter.  I am concerned that the Public Trust Office is, in my opinion, committing elder abuse 
on my constituent.  There has also been a major breach of client confidentiality, something that the Public 
Trustee herself has referred to many times in her most recent report.  It is important for me, because I am 
speaking on behalf of my constituents generally and I think about the constituent make-up of my electorate.  I 
have 28 389 electors, of whom 19 233 are aged between 40 and 100 years.  I have 5 675 constituents aged 
between 40 and 50 years, 5 856 aged between 50 and 60 years, 3 558 between 60 and 70 years, 2 198 between 
70 and 80 years, 1 581 between 80 and 90 years, and 375 between 90 and 100 years.  I have recently been to visit 
my constituent.  I will not name her.  I mentioned her before and I called her Alice.  That is the way in which the 
community newspaper refers to her, and that is the way I will refer to her in Parliament for confidentiality 
reasons.  She is the subject of a community treatment order under the Mental Health Act, as the minister is 
aware.  She was the constituent to whom I referred last week, who, under the Mental Health Act, can be taken 
away by police officers and locked up in a ward in Graylands Hospital because she has not taken her medication 
or not turned up for a counselling service.  As I said last week, this community, this Parliament and this 
government has a lot of difficulty bringing in legislation to lock up a serial sex offender who has been raping 
women for 30 years, but we do not have any difficulty locking up someone who is unwell.   

I am concerned about Alice.  I will take members through my concerns.  I group these three government offices 
together because they work very closely together.  I will come to that.  First, I turn to the Guardianship and 
Administration Bill, which was brought in by the then Minister for Health in 1989, Mr Keith Wilson.  His 
second reading speech at page 2034 of Hansard of that year reads - 

The term “guardianship” encompasses the main objective of the Bill.  Guardianship is a legal device 
which gives an individual a right to make decisions on personal matters on behalf of some other person 
. . .  

Currently in Western Australia the law allows persons to manage the financial affairs of others by the 
agency of the Public Trustee or by any individual by application to the Supreme Court.  These 
legislative controls allow mental competence to be assessed in one of two ways:  A person is judged to 
be competent or incompetent.  It deals with absolutes.  When a person is legally declared to be 
incompetent, a trustee is appointed to look after that person’s property.  It is assumed that a person’s 
comforts will be provided at home -  

I said “comforts” - 

or in an institution by someone who cares.   

Under the current law the emphasis of concern is on the need to protect property while making no 
adequate provision for actually protecting the ordinary needs of the individual.  The Bill will provide 
for this.   

It does not provide for it, and these acts do not provide, in my view, for the protection of the ordinary needs of 
the individual.  I will tell members why in a minute.  It continues - 
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The bill replaces an over-emphasis of concern for property with a recognition of personal needs as well 
as the safeguard of property. 

If I may stop there, I will refer to the “Public Trustee Western Australia Annual Report 2002/2004” in which 
under “Public Trustee Management” it states that in charge is a woman who “holds a Bachelor of Arts (English) 
and a Master of Business Administration.  She joined the Public Trust Office in 1999, having previously worked 
in management in the private sector.  She brings to her position a proven record of accomplishment in financial 
services and management, having held senior positions with ASGARD Capital Management Ltd”.  I notice that a 
few other people have come across from ASGARD, which is a superannuation company, I think, and has 
nothing to do with looking after people who have a mental illness.   

Mr J.B. D’Orazio:  Surely they have a financial understanding of the processes.   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Sure, but I am saying to the minister that I do not believe that the trust managers who look 
after these people with decision-making disabilities are appropriately trained.  Some of this trust manger’s 
behaviour has been appalling, but I will not name him because I do not think it is entirely his fault.  People with 
a mental illness sometimes snap and they are difficult and need special handling.  However, that does not mean 
that my constituent needs to go through the purgatory that she is going through at the moment, and I am not just 
talking about being in a locked ward at Graylands Hospital.  She is a very intelligent woman who is very lucid 
when I talk to her.  Sean Conlin is the director of client services at the Public Trustee and has worked for 
ASGARD Capital Management Ltd.  He holds a Bachelor of Business, a Bachelor of Accounting etc.  The 
company manages large sums of money, and I take the minister’s point.  However, I want the minister to take 
my point on this issue.  The 1990 legislation was introduced  to look after not just the person’s property but his 
needs and welfare.  The second reading speech states -  

The proposals will have far reaching results affecting a wide cross-section of the community.  It will be 
available to all persons over the age of 18 years who unfortunately are unable, for reason of mental 
disability, to manage their own affairs, and who need the protection of a caring guardian with their 
welfare at heart.   

Wait until the minister hears what I have to tell him -  

This will be so, regardless of the nature or extent of their disability.  For example, victims of a stroke, 
those who have been affected by accident, the mentally ill, intellectually handicapped, and elderly 
persons who as a result of senility are unable to make decisions, will all benefit equally.   

The framework of the Guardianship and Administration Bill gives people the freedom to function 
independently if they have the competence.  It recognises the existence of a wide spectrum of 
disabilities between what is judged to be absolute competence or absolute incompetence.  It will 
encourage them, wherever possible, to develop skills for self-management, and it will provide for 
guardians to act only in those areas where incapable persons are unable to look after themselves.   

It goes on to state -  

The Bill establishes an independent Guardianship and Administration Board . . .  The board will 
facilitate the ongoing care of those people who are incapable of looking after their own health and 
safety or managing their personal affairs, or who require supervision, . . .  

I am now talking about my constituent and how people could get into the position that she is in.  It is possible 
that many people in my electorate could find themselves in the position that my constituent now finds herself in.  
It is degrading and humiliating.  She is living below the poverty line.  What is happening to her is absolutely 
disgraceful.   

Mr J.B. D’Orazio:  She is being looked after in an institution.   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  No.  She is not being looked after in an institution; she is in an institution, and I will come 
back to that.  She was given the same amount of money when she was not in the institution, and I think it is 
disgraceful.  I have written to the minister and I have received a letter from him, but he did not seem very 
interested.  That is why I wanted to raise the issue tonight.   

People can make an application to the Guardianship and Administration Board.  It could be a patient, a relative 
of the person or any person who satisfies the board that he or she has a proper interest in the care and protection 
of the person about whom the application is made.  It is quite easy to go to the board.  The act also provides that 
the board will appoint an administrator to manage the estate of a person.  The administrator could be an 
individual, the Public Trustee or, in certain circumstances, a public trustee company.  When my constituents read 
my comments, I want them to understand how all their financial affairs can be managed.  I will give an example.  
After I raised the situation of Alice last year with the former Minister for Justice, two women came to my office.  
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The husband of one of the women had died and she had a legal problem with a relative.  She went to the Citizens 
Advice Bureau of WA, which told her to go to the Office of the Public Advocate.  The Office of the Public 
Advocate told her to see a psychiatrist for an assessment.  The next thing she knew, her house had a caveat on it.  
People will find themselves in a position in which they have no control over their financial affairs.  The Public 
Trustee will look after their financial affairs.  These people, who are of mature age, go to a young person at the 
Public Trustee office and get the sort of letter that I will read to the minister shortly.  The situation is more 
complex for Alice because she is under a community treatment order, but it is the same sort of issue.  It should 
be better for Alice, given her circumstances.  I am demonstrating to the minister what the Guardianship and 
Administration Board, the Office of the Public Advocate and the Public Trustee are supposed to be about.  These 
offices work closely together.  I am concerned for my constituents because of the growth in all these offices.  
Their annual reports say that it is a big growth industry.  More people will be coming through the system and 
will have their assets taken from them.  Can members imagine working all their lives and then having their assets 
taken from them?  I have been a single parent and have worked hard.  I will own my home when I retire.  
However, if I get a mental illness or dementia, my assets could be taken from me.  In those circumstances, if I 
wanted to buy a pair of shoes, I would have to get two quotes and write to the young man in that office. That is 
the position my constituent is in. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  That is disgraceful.   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  It is, and I have not yet read the letter.  I will point out why it is a growth industry and why 
it should be a concern to not just the people of my electorate.  Many people could be affected by this.  The 2003-
04 annual report of the Office of the Public Advocate states -  

My responsibility as Public Advocate this year has been to ensure that my office provides timely and 
effective investigation, advocacy and guardianship services on behalf of an increasing number of 
Western Australian adults with decision-making disabilities throughout the State. 

People with decision-making disabilities are some of the most vulnerable members of our society and 
their needs are becoming increasingly complex. 

The demand for guardianship services continued to rise in 2003/2004.  The Public Advocate was 
appointed as guardian for an additional 77 Western Australians this year and continued to act for 
another 218 adults with a decision-making disability.  . . .  

My office investigated some 875 matters in 2003/2004. 

. . .  

The ability of staff to cope with an increased workload has been enhanced by last year’s restructure of 
the office.  . . .  

This growth in the demand for services is likely to continue.  Access Economics last year released the 
results of a nationwide survey which showed that dementia was the second largest cause of disability in 
Australia, rising by 62 per cent in the last decade.  The report predicts that dementia will become the 
largest cause of disability by 2016, outstripping other chronic illnesses including cardiovascular disease, 
diabetes and depression. 

. . . At present there are approximately 17 000 Western Australians with moderate to severe dementia 
and that number is expected to double in the next 10 years. 

. . .  

The forecast is for an annual growth of nearly six per cent for guardianship orders, two per cent for 
community-referred investigations and two per cent for investigations referred from the Guardianship 
and Administration Board.  As this is the first such study it remains to be seen whether the forecast 
corresponds with actual change in demand. 

. . .  

To address the increasing demand for guardianship services the Government allocated an additional 
$177 000 in the 2004/2005 . . . This is welcome recognition of the impact on the resources of the Public 
Advocate of the increasing demand for guardianship services. 

The 2003-04 annual report of the Public Trustee states -   

As I reported in last year’s annual report, future demand is expected in the area of mental illness and 
intellectual disability due to the long duration of those conditions.  Administration Orders through the 
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Guardianship and Administration Board are expected to grow at a rate of 7.5% over the next five years 
and to remain above the population growth rate for more than 30 years. 

The Public Trustee also spoke about a business model.  I will say a lot about that business model during the 
budget estimates process; the minister can expect a few questions on that from me.  I am trying to point out that 
all these boards and offices say that there will be an increase.  In the 2003-04 annual report of the Guardianship 
and Administration Board, the acting executive officer stated -  

It seems likely that the number of applications being made to the Board will continue to increase.  The 
progressive “ageing” of the population may have an impact.  The number of review applications 
increased by 20% as a result of a decision in 1999 to make a 5 year review period where appropriate. 

The other thing he says is that the board’s close working relationship with the Office of the Public Advocate, the 
Public Trustee, the Disability Services Commission and other agencies has continued to provide other 
opportunities to discuss areas of mutual concern.  The Guardianship and Administration Board can investigate a 
person’s financial affairs in a closed hearing.  I do not agree with it being a closed hearing. 

Mr J.B. D’Orazio:  Why would you want that done in a public forum? 
Ms S.E. WALKER:  I will tell the minister why.  I think things through.  I was speaking to a very senior judge 
who was horrified at the notion that people’s private personal lives could be made public or that a journalist 
could go down there.  Why not?  They go to divorce courts.  When a person is sentenced, his psychiatric report, 
offender history and psychological report are presented to the court.  However, in the divorce court, there is no 
publication.  What that does is make those people accountable.  It lets people in the community know what is 
happening, and I think that is so important.  Some members of the legal profession put their hands up in horror 
and say that this cannot be done because these are vulnerable people and we need to protect them.  The 
Guardianship and Administration Board made orders and my constituent was not protected. 

Mr J.B. D’Orazio:  The majority of them are.  You disagreed with that decision. 
Ms S.E. WALKER:  I do not know.  Today I went to a function in my electorate attended by senior and retired 
nurses and I asked them what they thought of this.  They said, “Sue, you can go up to Parliament today and tell 
them that we have worked as nurses for years and we reckon that those offices need an overhaul.”  They do. 

Mr J.B. D’Orazio:  I do not know whether you want to have public hearings. 
Ms S.E. WALKER:  They can be reported, because people in the community need to know what can happen to 
them and what is happening in the community. 
I am speaking tonight about Alice.  I could be talking about Bill Smith.  The fact is that people should know 
what is happening with Alice and what might happen to them.  I wrote to the minister recently and asked him 
why Alice was receiving only $80 a week to look after herself.  If the minister remembers, Alice lived in 
Nedlands and her property was sold by the Public Trustee while she was in Graylands Hospital.  When she came 
out she had to find accommodation for herself.  The whole story erupted.  There she was in winter with open-
toed shoes and she could not get any money to buy shoes.  I had to write to the Public Trustee and try to get her 
money for winter shoes.  It was disgraceful.  There was a big hoo-ha about it.  Over Christmas she went to 
Queensland.  That caused a bit of a panic because she was not taking her medication, but she was not subject to a 
community treatment order - it had lapsed.  Even if she had been subject to a community treatment order, she 
was lawfully entitled to go to Queensland.  She rang me.  I received a call from the Attorney General’s office in 
Queensland to the effect that there was a little old lady sitting out in the reception area.  I told the person to ask 
her to ring me reverse charges.  She was happy.  This woman has been taking psychotic drugs for years and the 
effects of that have told on her body.  Her psychiatrist has told me that she has had strokes, but she knows what 
is happening to her.  She found her way to a Salvation Army hostel - this is terrible - and I told her to ring me 
reverse charges if she needed to, because I wanted to make sure that she was all right.  She did not ring me on 
Christmas Eve or Christmas Day, and I was in my office the day after Boxing Day and she called me.  A 
psychiatrist had found out where she was - I think through the Public Trustee - called that Salvation Army hostel 
and said that she had to report to the Royal Brisbane Woman’s Hospital.  She did, to get her medication.  She 
said they had her sitting there from 10 in the morning to six at night on Christmas Eve and then they put her in 
the locked ward over Christmas.  She remained there for several months.  I could not believe that the trustee 
manager would do that.  Alice has since returned home.  

Mr J.B. D’Orazio interjected. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  No, but I arranged for people to visit her.  I did what I could.  I felt that, based on the 
events, the Public Trustee, Nina McLaren, might have been very offended that I had assisted Alice and she was 
taking it out on my constituent.  I therefore kept right out of the picture, because I want my constituent to live a 
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happy life.  She is 78 years old.  What did I find?  My office received a phone call about two weeks ago from the 
estate agent manager of the place where Alice now lives, which I discussed last week in Parliament.  She said 
that she was horrified and found it frightening to think that the trustee manager could phone her about this little 
old lady and tell her that, because she had not been taking her medication, the police would pick her up at 10 
o’clock at night on 11 May and if they could not have the key to her unit they would break down her door.  She 
has never committed a serious criminal offence.  She is in Graylands Hospital.  

I wrote to the minister because Alice rang my office and said that she was receiving only $40 a week, and the 
minister wrote back to me.  We must bear in mind that she sold her unit for $150 000 and, after all her expenses, 
she now has only $87 000.  The Public Trustee allowed her to go back to the unit in Claremont where she is 
receiving $80 a week.  She is entitled to her commonwealth pension of at least $220 a week.  

Mr J.B. D’Orazio:  Everything else is paid for.   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  No.  I will come to that.  The minister needs to know what is going on.  Her case went 
before the State Administrative Tribunal.  The minister’s letter reads - 

The matter of the allowance was discussed at the hearing, and the Public Trustee explained how and 
why the amount was set. 

That amount was set when she was in Queensland where she did not have any outgoing expenses, and the 
authorities thought that she was going to leave Australia for New Zealand.  The minister’s letter continues - 

. . . allowance is, and has been for several months, set at $80 per week.   

The Public Trustee has consulted and continues to liaise with the current social worker, who 
recommends no change to the allowance at the present time.  

I went to see Alice in hospital last Thursday.  Why?  Not to offer her any legal help but to give her some general 
support.  She looked terrible.  The hospital would not allow her to take her vitamin C.  She is 78 years old.  She 
showed me this letter, which was redirected to her at Graylands, and, with your indulgence, Mr Acting Speaker, I 
will read it into the record.  She had written to the Public Trustee and the reply states - 

I have your letter of 20 April 2005 to hand.  As your Trust Manager it is appropriate that I respond to 
your queries and complaints in the first instance.  I note that you call me the most junior of Trust 
Managers.  I note that you have on other occasions referred to officers as junior.  This is not correct.  
Please be advised that all officers of a given level are of the same rank and no distinction is made 
between them.  I am a level 3 officer as are all others and no officer of that level is junior to another. 

There are four pages of this letter.  This woman is in a locked ward at Graylands Hospital.  It continues - 

Files are allocated to levels on criteria of complexity.  In your case your file would normally be placed 
with a level 2 officer because there is no property or complex investments to deal with.  Your file was 
placed at level three when you initially had a residence.  To date the file has not been reallocated to a 
lower level officer and remains with me as a level 3 officer, equal to any other level three officer who 
might be assigned your file.  For the moment your file will remain with me though of course this does 
not preclude review in the future placing it with another officer or with a more junior officer.  

I note that you claim my treatment of you and your life’s affairs is “scurralous” (sic). and without 
consideration of your 78 years “preferring you to answer my situations of help and consultation.”  If I 
understand you correctly you want Ms McLaren the Public Trustee to handle your affairs personally - 

I am reading this because it is an utterly inappropriate letter to write to this woman.  The most important part is 
yet to come.  It continues - 

and that you believe it is scurrilous that this is not the case.  It would be impossible for Ms McLaren to 
individually administer the thousands of files which are under Public Trustee administration.  For this 
reason Trust Managers perform this task.  Far from being scurrilous this is normal procedure.  I can see 
no reason why you should receive elevated treatment ahead of that provided for all our other clients.  
However, if you want a review of the level at which your file is handled you can request this and I will 
pass the request to the Senior Trust Manager, Kim Foo. 

This woman is 78 years old; she is ill and she is trying to live the remaining years of her life.  It continues - 

You state in your letter that you have suffered great distress in the months since November and this has 
forced you to consult several legal and medical practitioners.  It is regrettable if you have felt distressed, 
more so if this has had a negative impact on your health.  However, this does not mean I or the Public 
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Trustee generally will fail in our duties.  If you wish to consult with legal and/or medical practitioners 
that is not something we have forced upon you, it is a decision you have made.   

If you have consulted a legal practitioner who has given you a legal opinion you can of course present 
that opinion for consideration.  It will then be examined and can become the basis of a review of 
administration or an appeal to the State Administrative Tribunal against the plenary administrative order 
now in force.  In the absence of such an opinion your request for “immediate release of my financial 
assets unlimited to my use from my account” must be declined.   

I also reject the claim we are “illegally using and illegally depleting” your funds.   

He then goes into how they operate under the plenary order.  She does not need to know any of that.  She is a 
woman who is not well.  She is bright.   

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr A.P. O’Gorman):  Order!  Member for Nedlands, you mentioned it was four 
pages long.   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  I know, I have left some out.  The letter continues - 

As to the purchase of a home, I can inform you that on this date you have approximately $87,000 with 
the Public Trustee.  If you are now seeking a home we would have to consider whether this is 
financially possible.  In my opinion it would not be possible in the area of Claremont.  I believe we 
would have to consider a home in a less expensive area.  If you wish this to be considered please advise 
me. 

It goes on as follows  - 

You claim that you have only $40 per week allowance after Medibank Private fees are taken from your 
account.  I remind you that you set up the payment and as such it is your responsibility how you spend 
your allowance.   

He says - 

The $80 you receive now was set originally in wide consultation including with the practitioners at the 
Royal Brisbane Hospital G-ward while you were there as an involuntary patient 

Further on it states -   

The $80 per week has been confirmed as adequate.   

I also point out that you say after the Medibank Private fee is taken out you only have $40 per week 
left.  You are paid $80 per week, the Medibank fees were $80 per month.  This would leave you with 
$61.40 per week which is still above the level originally agreed to by the people in G Ward of the 
Brisbane Royal Hospital.   

That amount was while she was in hospital.  We are talking about a woman who is living in the community.  It is 
disgraceful and it is despicable.  While I was there she looked very dishevelled, and she is a very proud woman 
and dresses well.  She has worn the clothes she was picked up in for the whole two weeks that she has been 
there.  Why there is not a social worker - 
Mr J.B. D’Orazio:  What happened to the social worker in the letter? 
Ms S.E. WALKER:  Hang on, I will come to that.  I arranged for a friend of hers to go to her help - to pick up 
the key and get pyjamas for her.  I asked her when she was going to get her hair done next.  She said she usually 
has it done at Broadway and it costs her $60, and she went into how she did it.  I asked her how she paid for her 
hair - $60 out of $80 a week; she would have only $20 left - and how she bought her food.  She said, “Sue, I 
bought a quiche and lived on it for four days.”  This woman has $87 000 with the Public Trustee and a $220-a-
week commonwealth pension that she is being denied by the Public Trustee, yet she has to live like that.   

The letter continues - 

I advise you that I have now commenced payment of Medibank Private fees from this office.   

Just like that, he brings up Medibank Private.  It continues - 

 I have informed your bank to cease making payments to Medibank Private from your account.   

For the rate of allowance to be changed I will need to have in writing a budget to know what needs you 
actually have.  Further on this matter, payments will be made directly to your chemist and grocer.  If 
you do not select any then a chemist and a grocer will be chosen for you.   

An appointment with the social worker is being arranged to discuss this very matter.   
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I advise the minister that in the Public Trustee of Western Australia’s annual report, Nina McLaren says - 

 The Public Trustee renewed its commitment to maintain client confidentiality and take the least 
restrictive alternative for clients in the face of significant media scrutiny during the year.  We stand 
behind our policy that a client’s details are always kept confidential even if the Public Trustee risks 
public misrepresentation.    

Further on, she said - 

 This safeguard is for the benefit of our vulnerable clients who deserve to have their privacy respected.  
Whatever the circumstance, the Public Trustee is required at all times to protect the client’s 
confidentiality. 

Can the minister imagine what it would be like if he were in that situation?  This person is entitled under law to 
get a pension of $220-a-week.  I think she gets a bit more because she has a disability.  I think this person writing 
the letter is about 21, and Nina McLaren would know what is going on because it is a high-profile case, and he is 
giving her $80 a week while she is in her unit.  I am not talking about the time she was in hospital.  He is paying 
the rent from her money, but he is getting interest on it, and she has $80 a week to live on.  So what is he doing 
to her?  He is taking away every bit of her dignity.  He said that he would ring her grocer.  What does he say to 
her?  How does he tell people that she is a client of the Public Trustee?  Is that not confidential?  He has done 
that to her everywhere.  I have to go and pick up her dry-cleaning.  Why?  It is because her friend Margaret 
Marshall rang the trust officer and told him that she had dry-cleaning to be picked up, that she needed something 
to wear and that it would cost $140.  He said that if she wanted the dry-cleaning she must ring him.  He said to 
her that he would get around to it.  The letter continues - 

Until this matter is resolved and we have social work advice to the contrary, your allowance will not be 
increased. 

A cappuccino is $3.  She is a woman of 78 years in the last years of her life and she is entitled to live a decent 
life.  The letter continues - 

You . . . also write that “you write me abusive letters interstate and actions of a scurrellous (sic) abusive 
past behaviour by your officers of the Public Trustee claiming Plenary Acts (sic) . . .  

It goes on in that vein.  It is appalling to write to this woman and repeat her spelling mistakes.  I will leave part 
of the letter out.  I could read it into Hansard but I am mindful of what Mr Acting Speaker has said.  The letter 
goes on - 

You also say you need funds “for personal needs associated with restabilising (sic) my survivance (sic) 
and for “legal consultation.”  If you have an outstanding account with a barrister and/solicitor please 
provide their name and address in writing so I can contact them. 

What?  Where is this guy getting off?  The minister must be horrified reading this.  The letter continues - 

As for your request for money, please be advised I will not put the money for payment into your 
account.  From now on we will need to follow a standard procedure.  If you want to buy something 
outside of your allowance - 

That is an allowance of $80 a week -  

you will have to make request in writing.  If I agree to the purchase, depending on the circumstance I 
may require that you obtain two or more quotes depending on the cost of the item.  When I have those 
in writing and can thus be assured of commercial value, I will pay the supplier . . .  

“I will pay the supplier”!  What!  She has to go and get quotes?  Does she have to go to Betts - formerly Betts 
and Betts - for a quote for a pair of shoes and to Billy Smiths’ for another quote?  Will he then call Betts and say, 
“You have Alice there.  Yes, she’s a client of the Public Trustee.  I will pay the money directly”?  The minister 
can see that I am outraged by this. 
Mr J.B. D’Orazio:  That is absolutely terrible.  What is the date of the letter? 
Ms S.E. WALKER:  It was sent to her in when she was the hospital.  It is dated 17 May.  The letter continues - 

I will not pay you directly any money except your regular allowance. 
Lastly, Mr Acting Speaker, the letter says - 

If you have any further queries please feel free to contact me, your Trust Manager.  However, please be 
aware I will not pay you all your funds so long as an administrative order of the State Administrative 
Tribunal applies.  I will not pay you sums of money apart from your allowance.  I will pay your 
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allowance which will be set in consultation with social workers and in the light of a budget which you 
have supplied so I can gauge your needs.  I will not ignore administrative procedure, I will not breach 
the law at your request.  Please understand that in all cases I will follow the procedures as set in the 
relevant Acts, the order of the State Administrative Tribunal, and the policies of the Public Trustee. 

I do not think I need say any more.  I want the purgatory that this woman is suffering to end, and I want the 
Minister for Justice to end it.  I can give the minister the letters that the trust manager wrote when he rang the 
agents to pick up the key for the police.  I do not think the minister was in the chamber when I said that I got 
those two women to make a statement.  I think the minister’s office rang for a copy of it and I will let him have it 
as long as there is no comeback on them.  The statement says that a call was received from her in the hospital to 
ring me.  I have deliberately tried not to inflame - 
Mr J.B. D’Orazio:  Just a minute.  What happened to the social worker who is supposed to be involved in this? 
Ms S.E. WALKER:  I do not know.  All I know is that when I saw her she looked dreadful.  She is a woman 
who feels that she must live in the clothes that she is picked up in.  If she gets her hair done, she has to live on 
$20 a week.  It is just appalling.   
Mr J.B. D’Orazio:  I will take the matter up for you tomorrow.  
Ms S.E. WALKER:  I thank the minister.  I just want him to know one thing.  The real estate manager’s letter 
says that I rang the trust manager at the Public Trust Office and told him I was not happy with the caretaker of 
the block being involved, as Alice’s business had become common knowledge.  They all know now that she had 
been picked up, because he actually organised it.  He went to the caretaker.  I also advised that Alice was very 
upset, to which he replied that I should hang up the next time she called.  I believe that the Public Trustee herself 
must know what is going on, because she has been involved with this case from the beginning.  I said last week 
that I felt that Alice was being victimised, and that there was a vindictive campaign against her, which had to 
stop.  In all the time I have spent on this, I feel very strongly about it.  It has an impact, in my view, on people in 
my community who are that age.  It scares me to think that I, or any one in this chamber, reaching that age, 
would have to ring up and have a person like the trust manager talking to me in that way.  She is in Graylands 
and is in great distress.  I have spoken to her psychiatrist, who tells me that when she gets in there she gets very 
stressed.  There is no reason to keep her in there for long periods.  The former member for Murdoch, earlier this 
year, mentioned to me that people had said to him that sometimes people are kept there for punishment, when 
they do not take their medication.  That area of the Mental Health Act, and the way we deal with mentally ill 
people needs to be looked at as well.  They come with bolt cutters in the middle of the night, when people are in 
their slippers, and cart them off.  The Public Trust Office has committed psychological, emotional and financial 
abuse against my constituent.  It has breached her confidentiality for a long time in profound ways, and 
continues to do so.  I will take the minister’s word that he will do something about it, and I will give him a copy 
of the letter.  
I have four minutes left.  I intended to talk about the judicial commission, which I visited when I went to 
Sydney, and some other things, but I feel that it might trivialise something I find very serious.  
DR S.C. THOMAS (Capel) [9.22 pm]:  This is my first contribution to a budget debate.  It is difficult, when I 
have not delivered such a speech before.  What does a fairly new member of Parliament do under such 
circumstances?  I suggest that we should go to those who have been there before.  I apologise in advance if I 
quote too frequently from those who have gone before me - my predecessors from various parts of the house - in 
discussing the budget.  It is interesting that many things that I could recycle have come up from various 
members.  I will attempt not to spend 45 minutes recycling, but I will bring to the attention of the house a couple 
of opportunities.  I will begin with this quote -  

Each budget was to deliver so much, yet the community has received so little.  Three years ago, the 
Premier promised a social dividend to the community and then he slugged it with high taxes and 
charges. 

They are fine words indeed.  It might seem as though they came from this side of the house in reference to the 
current budget, because that would have been a quite appropriate comment.  However, they did not.  These 
words are from Dr Geoff Gallop, as Leader of the Opposition, speaking on the budget on 23 May 2000.  
Discussing the Premier of the day, he continued - 

Two years ago he promised a debt free future for Western Australians. Since then he has increased 
government debt.  

Members can probably hear the sarcasm and derision coming from the then Leader of the Opposition, Dr Gallop, 
talking about the increase in debt in this state.  He also talked about revenue, and again I apologise for quoting 
him.  He said - 
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Make no mistake, the revenue that has been available to this government since it was elected is 
phenomenal.  Since 1992-93, revenue has increased by 70 per cent, from $1.9b to $3.3b.  This is an 
increase of 38 per cent in real per capita terms.   

I can visualise the then Leader of the Opposition giving his opinion forcefully to the then Premier, Richard 
Court, about how absolutely shocking it was that revenue had risen from $1.9 billion to $3.3 billion.  It is 
pertinent to compare that with what has happened since that time.  The total revenue in this budget is 
$14.218 billion.  The then Leader of the Opposition stood in this house not that long ago and derided the then 
government for its lack of activity when there had been a 70 per cent increase in revenue in the eight years 
between 1992 and 2000 when he made his speech.  
Mr M.P. Murray:  But he sold the farm on the way through. 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  This is just revenue, irrespective of what has happened in the middle, member for Collie-
Wellington.  The total revenue in the budget is $14.218 billion, an increase of 330 per cent.   
I fully agree with the then Leader of the Opposition that it was outrageous that revenue had increased from 
$1.9 billion to $3.3 billion.  Members of the Liberal Party, it is absolutely amazing.   
Mr P.B. Watson:  You are supposed to be speaking to the Chair, not members of the Liberal Party.  
Dr S.C. THOMAS:  As an Acting Speaker, I stand corrected by an Acting Speaker.  I thank the member for 
Albany.  
There has been a massive increase in revenue.  It is intriguing.  If I were sitting on the other side of the house, I 
would be delighted about that extra revenue.  I would think it is wonderful.  I have been given 40 minutes in 
which to make my speech.  I hope I will not take 40 minutes, otherwise we will still be here at this time 
tomorrow.  I wonder whether my short speech today will sway the government to make a particular difference, 
so I will revert to using the words of those who have spoken before me.  It was, of course, not only the then 
Leader of the Opposition, and now Premier, who felt that it was reasonable to express strong opinions about the 
budget that was delivered in May 2000.  I will quote a couple of comments from the member for Belmont.  I will 
not use the member’s name; someone has already been reprimanded for doing that.  The member for Belmont - 
he was obviously a front-running government member - said - 

I turn to the issue of debt.  Net debt will increase from June 1999-03 in both the general government 
sector and on a total public sector basis.  In the general government sector, net debt over those years 
will increase by $1.2b. 

I can see the member for Belmont rearing on his hind legs, much like Rumpole would in a court, and saying, 
“How dare the government raise debt by $1.2 billion.  It is a shame - absolutely shameful.”  I can hear him 
saying that the government of the day should be thrown out for raising debt by $1.2 billion.  The Treasurer goes 
on further and states - 

I will use two years of those debt figures as an example of what is happening.  In this current financial 
year, 1999-2000, total public sector debt will increase by $740.7m.   

Again, I can imagine the Treasurer saying, “Shame on this government for raising this debt.  How embarrassing.  
Surely this government is on the nose for raising debt by that level.”  Unfortunately, I will have to go by the 
chart that we were shown this afternoon by the Leader of the Opposition.   

Mr M.P. Murray:  What about the tradesmen shortage because you shut down the Midland Workshops?   
Mr P.D. Omodei:  You can make a speech. 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  The member’s opportunity will come.  I did not hear a word of that.  In 1999-2000, debt 
was to increase by $740.7 million. 

Mr P.B. Watson:  You’ve got it the wrong way up. 
Dr S.C. THOMAS:  No, it is actually the right way up.  It is okay.  I can read.  In fact, debt did rise in that year.  
The document I have in front of me states that debt rose by only $310 million.  However, let us not quibble over 
whether $310 million is better than $740 million, because obviously the point is that debt increased, and the 
damage that did to the state was the reason that the government of the day should be changed.  The Treasurer 
goes on to say -  

In the financial year 2000-01, debt will increase by a total of $595.2m.  We are in the middle of two 
financial years, one of which saw an increase of $740m in debt, and the other which will see an increase 
of almost $600m in debt.   
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I could go into further detail, but let us compare the words of the one-day-to-be Treasurer with the actions of the 
Treasurer in government.   
Mr P.B. Watson:  World’s best Treasurer. 
Dr S.C. THOMAS:  I believe that was said about Paul Keating as well. 
Mr P.B. Watson:  He wasn’t bad either. 
Dr S.C. THOMAS:  I wonder whether current members would actually think that this is still the case.  I wonder 
how many bananas are grown in the state of Western Australia and whether we will eventually become a banana 
republic.  That might not be the case as long as we can keep certain diseases out of this state; otherwise, we will 
not even have the ability and the wherewithal to become a banana republic.   

I suggest that the words of both the current Premier and the current Treasurer speak for themselves.  Of course, it 
could be argued that the situation is very different now; that the situation has changed.  I am talking about an era 
in which the now Treasurer and the now Premier were in opposition.  I am going back some five years.  Of 
course, the finances of the state have changed.  The revenue side of the equation is vastly different.  Let us look 
at what the current Treasurer said about the revenue side of the equation in the year 2000.  He stated - 

I have indicated in my remarks that the Government has been saved by revenue windfalls.   

I seem to have spent the past two days hearing about revenue windfalls.  Perhaps not as much has changed as I 
first thought! 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr A.P. O’Gorman):  I am having increasing difficulty hearing the member on his 
feet.  The level of conversation around the place is making it difficult.  I assume Hansard cannot hear either.  
Please continue conversations outside the chamber.  

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  Those members look suitably chastised, Mr Acting Speaker!  

I quote the current Treasurer in a speech from the opposition benches on Tuesday, 23 May 2000, in which he 
stated - 

 I have indicated that the Government could not control expenditure in core areas in this current 
financial year.  Once again, there have been blow-outs in expenditure.   

Amazing!  That was obviously the reason to change government.  It was something to be ashamed of!  Those are 
not my words.  Far be it from me as a new member of Parliament to -  

Mr R.C. Kucera:  The fundamental difference is that that government ran deficits, and the current government 
is in the black.  It is not the size of the debt, but the capacity to fund it that is important. 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  The members for Belmont stated - 

 I have indicated in my remarks that the Government has been saved by revenue windfalls. 

I thank the minister. 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  That was after they sold everything. 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  It still applies, minister.  I acknowledge that the minister is right in one area.  Perhaps this 
government knew in advance more than other governments that windfalls were coming; it could be argued that 
some degree of planning was involved if it were known that windfalls were on their way.  We have heard to a 
large degree over the past two days that windfalls are the reason behind this government’s ability to spend 
money - not that I begrudge the government’s expenditure, and I will refer to that point later. 

This speech is not merely an attack on the government, which has done a very good job of its budget in some 
areas that I will address later.  State budgets over the next few years will be integral to the survival and 
productivity of the state in future decades.  In very few periods in history has a state budget been more telling.  
States’ rights are currently a vital issue.  The ability of governments to deliver services to the people of Western 
Australia may determine whether state governments will exist in 10 years.  This is a vital period for Western 
Australia’s development.  To give the government credit, it is investing in vital infrastructure.  I will debate these 
matter with the minister now and during the estimates committee hearings when we may disagree about where 
money should be spent.  It has been said that this is an infrastructure-based budget; in fact, I believe it has been 
described as an infrastructure orgy, if I can use such words in parliamentary terms.   

Before the government is let off the hook, let us revert to history, which is a good place from which to learn and 
to develop and grow.  I again quote the current Treasurer, who said the following when in opposition - 

 I looked at the core areas and saw the following spending overruns:  Health, $20.2 million; . . .  
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It was shameful that the health portfolio should overrun by $20.2 million!  I suggest that health services probably 
required that extra $20.2 million at the time.  Having been involved in health administration - the minister in the 
house knows my history on health boards in the south west - I do not think that in my period of involvement over 
some 15 years that health services ever came in on budget.  Here we had the member for Belmont making 
political mileage.  Of course, I fully expect to change the mind of the government on how it spends the budget!  
It is interesting to hear how opinions change when members move from one side of the house to the other.  Some 
of the other blow-outs that occurred in that year must, on any estimation, have contributed to the downfall of that 
government, which was removed from power some 10 months later.  Spending overruns occurred in the core 
areas of education of $26.3 million and police of $24.5 million, making a total of $51 million.  He said - 

No doubt I could have found other spending overruns had I continued to the end my comparison of 
budget papers for this year and last year. .   

Year in, year out not many departments come in on budget.  This was quite an interesting experiment.  I will 
continue to read into the record a few more words of the member for Belmont, the present Treasurer, just in case 
anybody should be in any doubt that this is how the game is played in Parliament.  He said - 

Once again, the Government has enjoyed revenue increases.  Taxation revenue has grown by 70 per 
cent since 1992-93. 

This speech was delivered in May 2000, so in seven or eight years revenue has increased by 70 per cent.  With a 
budget of $3 billion-odd and a 70 per cent increase, we can see that it is a problem.  Now the increase obviously 
in the meantime to a $14 billion budget is some 300 to 400 per cent increase.  It continues - 

Under this Government’s management, the State will be in a difficult position if the revenue forecasts 
go wrong - for example, if there is an unexpected slowing in state growth or an unexpected economic 
difficulty.  This Government's historical failure and continued failure to control expenditure, and its 
historical and continued reliance on windfall revenue growth, - 

Again there is that word “windfall” -  

will cause problems for the management of the State’s finances.  I am concerned that in the forthcoming 
year difficulties might be experienced with the budgets in core areas of government activity. 

Those are wise words from the current Treasurer.  He continue to refer to that government’s historical failure to 
control expenditure.  It had blow-outs at that particular stage of $20.2 million in health, $26.3 million in 
education and $4.5 million in police.  

Mr P.B. Watson:  We are spending millions of dollars more in health than you guys did.   

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  Was it coming in on budget?  All I am doing is comparing the comments that the member 
for Belmont made four or five years ago with his comments now as Treasurer.  I would hate to think that, merely 
by moving from this side of the house to that side of the house, his opinions would change.  Here is the man 
himself! 

Mr E.S. Ripper:  You were quoting such a reliable source that I thought I had to come back in. 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  I hope that Hansard is accurate and that I have quoted the Treasurer accurately.   

Mr R.C. Kucera:  You are from the south west, so you would know the difference between a windfall and 
picking an apple from a tree. 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  So it is not a windfall? 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  Let me put it this way: selling assets and selling off the family farm to pay for day-to-day 
recurrent expenditure is exactly what was happening with the previous coalition government.   

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  Let us not get into that debate, because at this stage I am not talking about the debt that was 
left by the previous Labor government.  That was some years ago.  I was fairly young at the time and did not 
take a huge interest in politics.  I am trying to move on from that.  

Mr R.C. Kucera:  I would hope that you would learn from history.  

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  I am trying to learn from the master.  I am taking lessons from the master.   

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr A.P. O’Gorman):  Order, members!   

Several members interjected.  
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The ACTING SPEAKER:  Order, members!  The member for Capel has been trying to make his speech and 
there have been a number of conversations across the chamber.  I ask that members desist and let the member for 
Capel make his speech.  I call the member for Mandurah to order for passing in front of the member on his feet.   

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  I hope he has learnt his lesson.  That just about brings me to the end of the comments I will 
quote.   

Mr P.B. Watson:  Yes!  

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  Are they slightly embarrassing?  The final quote that I will leave members with is a truly 
noteworthy comment from the Treasurer.  To prove that I am learning from those who have been in this place 
much longer than I, the final quote is -  

The budget outcome was certainly not achieved by rigorous expenditure control.  When comparing the 
budget papers for 1999-2000 and 2000-01 one sees that expenditure in the core areas of education, 
health and police blew out by a total of $51m.  Expenditure blew out and the Government was saved by 
revenue windfalls.  

“The Government was saved by revenue windfalls”!  That sounds remarkably familiar.  We Acting Speakers 
may well be in the chair for some time today and tomorrow listening to various pros and cons in this debate.  My 
major contribution to the generalities of this debate seems to be that not much has changed in five years.  We 
need to be very careful about what we say in this place because some day it will probably be used against us.  
The Treasurer has come back into the chamber, but I have stopped quoting him now.   

Mr E.S. Ripper:  I simply came in to point out that there is a difference between uncontrolled blow-outs in 
expenditure and planned improvements to services.   

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  We said to the Treasurer that perhaps the difference was that he knew that the blow-outs 
were coming and that he knew that the windfalls were coming as well.  I do not know whether the government of 
2000 might have known the same thing.   

Mr R.C. Kucera:  Just look at its record of deficits.   

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  The minister can say that, but I have to acknowledge that I do not know where the charts 
showing the growth in debt, the reduction in debt and the regrowth in debt came from - 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  You are leaving out one-half of the equation.  It is the capacity to service the debt.   

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  Absolutely.  The government is in a remarkable situation to be able to service debt, which 
this state has never been in before.  I absolutely acknowledge that.  As I said before, this government finds itself 
in a fairly unique situation because it is now, and may well be for the next few years, presented with a situation 
in which its finances are in very good shape.   

Mr G.M. Castrilli interjected. 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  Yes, until the downturn comes.  I thank the member for Bunbury.  I was wondering 
whether we were about to be asked for a quorum.  Shall we have a quick count of the house and make members 
put down their newspapers?  No, we will be polite.  We will not make them put down their newspapers.   

The government is in a unique situation.  There have been only a limited number of times when the state’s 
finances have been as robust as they are now.  Probably only during the resources boom in the 1960s has the 
state been in this position before.  Even at that time, state rights were not such an integral part of what would 
happen in the next decade.  The way in which the government spends its money in the next four years may prove 
to be integral to whether the state government exists in the long term.  There will be a continued push for the 
reformation and rationalisation of government in this country, as is occurring now within local government.  
That will occur at all levels of government.  The government must perform and place this state in the position in 
which it needs to be to survive.  If nothing else, the government must make itself relevant.  Nothing is more 
important for this state’s future than for the government and its budgets to be relevant over the next decade.  If it 
fails to be relevant, there will be a great push to rationalise the levels of government.  The level of government 
that is most at risk at this stage is state government.   

I will address some specific issues in the budget that relate to the entire south west and not just the seat of Capel.  
I commend the words of the member for Bunbury about what is required in Bunbury, particularly in relation to 
disability services.  We are still waiting for a response from the government to a grievance on whether the 
funding for disability services in the south west is adequate.  The grievance related particularly to the transfer of 
disability services to the South West Area Health Service.  Disability services in the south west appear to be 
dramatically underfunded.  One of our major problems is in getting the heads of the various departments in 
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Perth, be it health, disability services or whatever, to take the south west seriously.  The level of funding and 
services that are provided in Perth is not provided in the south west.  During the estimates committee process we 
will look for a number of commitments to services in the south west, including disability, general health and 
mental health services.  The Governor in his address during the opening of the Parliament said that the 
government was committed to the provision of services, no matter where people live.  There is no doubt that 
there are differences in the services that are provided, depending on where people live.  We will look for some 
sort of remedy or action to try to level the playing field.   

I will raise a couple of other issues.  Although some of these issues may not be included in the budget, at some 
point they will require the support and funding of the government.  Main Roads WA and road funding are 
included in the budget papers.  A number of members have spoken about the reduction in the level of road 
funding in their areas.  I will talk specifically about the south west.  In the final term of the previous Liberal 
government, some $60 million was spent annually on roads in the south west, and not just on the South Western 
Highway.  The South Western Highway was probably the next cab off the rank, because many things were done 
under the previous government, including the construction of the dual lanes between Mandurah and Bunbury, the 
Busselton bypass and a number of other roads.  Road funding in the south west has dropped to some $4 million a 
year under this government.   

I commend the government for its commitment to the Peel deviation.  I hope the work gets done as soon as 
possible, because it is a vital piece of infrastructure.  The government also needs to contribute to other pieces of 
vital infrastructure.  The problem with a major project like that, worth some $170 million of the state budget, is 
that it is a bit like the Perth to Mandurah railway: what does the government sacrifice to get that piece of 
infrastructure built?   

Other roads across the south west, particularly the South Western Highway and the Bussell Highway, are in 
desperate need of additional funds.  I give the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure some credit for the 
proposal to put extra overtaking lanes on the Bussell Highway between Vasse and Busselton.  I think three 
overtaking lanes are planned for that road and another three for the South Western Highway between 
Bridgetown and Kirup.  That will go some of the way towards remedying the problems on those roads, but there 
are a large number of other problems and issues to do with road expenditure in the south west.  If a person 
happens to live in College Grove, Dalyellup or the large area of Gelorup and wants to enter the Bussell Highway, 
he takes his life into his hands.  Some investment in infrastructure, particularly slip lanes to get on and off that 
highway, would go a long way towards preventing the next preventable death.  We should be looking at some 
way of preventing the next preventable death.  Those roads have been a danger to life and limb for some years 
and I look forward to the government’s next windfall, when I will say that some new infrastructure needs to go 
into that area. 
The provision of power is absolutely vital for the development of the south west.  The south west is the jewel of 
Western Australia and it is where everybody wants to live.  Obviously, without basic services that will not 
happen.  There are towns throughout the south west that are absolutely hamstrung by the lack of basic services.  
Tomorrow I will make a grievance to the Minister for Water Resources - I am not sure which of the water 
ministers I will be talking to - dealing with sewerage and I will raise that matter then.  The lack of deep sewerage 
for towns that are in growth mode means that they have been completely stopped by the lack of that basic 
infrastructure.  The issue needs to be addressed.   
The other major issue in the south west is the provision of adequate power.  I commend the Treasurer and the 
Minister for Energy for their commitment to power infrastructure.  Obviously we would like to know exactly 
where that money will go.  The greatest drain on investment in power and power infrastructure are networks and 
getting the power to where it is needed.  A multimillion dollar mine will probably use enough power to negotiate 
a good price, or it might be okay for part of a large suburb, but what happens if someone wants to run a dairy 
farm out the back of Dardanup?  I think the state government has promised some $2.3 billion for power 
infrastructure, and I commend it for making that investment, but how will the power get to the people who need 
it?  At some stage this Parliament and the government will have to address the rights of the average person to get 
power.  Will it continually be user pays?  Will a person have to decide to live near a powerline or in a densely 
populated region so that he can afford to get power?  If he is a multimillionaire with a large mine, that is fine, but 
he may happen to be a struggling dairy farmer.  That might well happen under that proposal.  I would like to see 
the details of exactly how that will work.  The amount of $2.3 billion is a lot of money; I hope it will be spent in 
the right areas.  

While we are thanking the government for some investments, education in the south west is a red hot issue; a 
number of schools are bursting at the seams.  I commend the government for its commitment to build the 
Dalyellup middle school.  I would like the government to consider building a school for years 8 to 10 there.  The 
fact that it is not in this budget does not mean that it cannot be built in the future.  The Dalyellup middle school 
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will be essential infrastructure, as will be the investment in Newton Moore Senior High School, which is 
bursting at the seams.  A senior school at Dalyellup could take hundreds of students out of Newton Moore high 
school.  
The other south west high school that is bursting at the seams is Busselton Senior High School.  The government 
has made a commitment to examine the potential for a Vasse middle school.  That will drag enormous numbers 
of students from an incredibly overpopulated school.  Most country schools are designed to cater for 800 or 900 
students.  That was certainly the case with Newton Moore and Busselton Senior High Schools.  High schools 
that catered for that number of students were considered to be workable.  Students could not maintain anonymity 
and, therefore, they could not get away with misbehaviour.  Students in schools that cater for 1 200 or 1 400 
students can easily slip through the cracks, and that is when behavioural problems arise.  We hope to keep the 
government to the promises it made prior to the election to reduce the number of students at Busselton and 
Newton Moore high schools through the creation of middle schools in Vasse and Dalyellup.   

I am trying very hard not to take the full 45 minutes to make my speech, so I will try to say this fairly quickly.  
Mr D.A. Templeman:  I don’t think you’re trying hard enough.  
Dr S.C. THOMAS:  I will try harder.  One area that has not been highlighted or discussed in the budget is 
agriculture.  We have discussed agriculture during private members’ business, and I commend those members 
who participated in that debate.  There will come a time when the government must decide whether it wants to 
back its farmers in this region or whether they must be sacrificed on the altar of commerce, and that time is 
imminent.  Many agricultural enterprises are uneconomic.  We have discussed the dairy industry, and it is not on 
its own.  In many places, woolgrowers are finding that it is pretty difficult to make a profit.  Fruit growers might 
as well let the fruit fall off the trees because there is no money in that either.  Many of the small crops are being 
pushed out of existence.  Even the St Georges Terrace wine-growing farmers are finding that the profit margin is 
beginning to disappear.  
I commend the government for its amendment to the motion moved by the member for Stirling today on the 
Australian Competition and Consumer Commission’s role in examining the behaviour of the large supermarket 
chains and their impact on the agricultural industry.  It is something the Liberal Party in my area has taken on 
board.  The future of the agricultural industry is as likely to hang in limbo, as is the future of the state Parliament.  
Only by wise investment will those industries survive and only by wise investment will the state government 
survive.  
I will finish my remarks early.  We are trying to continue a trend started by the good member for Bunbury.  
Mr D.A. Templeman:  He did it very well.  

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  He did it very well.  The opposition would like the government to consider investing more 
in the agricultural industries in this state.  If I might quote the Treasurer again, we look forward to “future 
windfalls”, to which he was very fond of referring when he was in opposition and of which he makes better use 
while in government, being directed to some of the industries that are struggling, in the same way that they have 
been directed to some of the regions that are struggling.  

MR G.A. WOODHAMS (Greenough) [10.05 pm]:  It is always wonderful to get to speak to the usual suspects 
at this time of night.  Many of them will know who they are.   

Mr D.A. Templeman:  And to a packed house as well! 

Mr G.A. WOODHAMS:  Indeed, if it is another sell-out, it will be a show for the one night.  In the tradition of 
the house, on with the show.   

Last Thursday, it was with great anticipation that I arrived in Parliament and listened to the Treasurer deliver his 
budget speech.  I was even more excited to receive the several very weighty tomes that in fact compiled the 
budget report for 2005-06 - the budget statements.   

As is my wont on a Thursday evening, I flew home to Geraldton with the aforementioned budget reports tucked 
neatly away in a bag.  I must admit that when I lined up at the airport and said I had carry-on only, the flight 
attendant, if that is the correct expression, looked at my carry bag and asked me if I was likely to be needing to 
have an overweight payment.  I very rarely have an overweight payment, as might be noticed, but the contents of 
the 2005-06 budget almost caused me to cancel that Skywest flight.   

On a more serious note, perhaps if literary scholars were to examine the 2005-06 budget notes, they might 
provide a challenge for Dan Brown and The Da Vinci Code because some of the documentation is just as 
impenetrable, but I am sure it is robust and Christian.  Therefore, I have endeavoured to read some of it, although 
not all I must confess.   
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I do notice that the members at the back of house, in preference to reading the 2005-06 budget, concern 
themselves with the details of The West Australian.  Perhaps it is the Philistines amongst us doing that.  I do not 
know whether it is possible in this house to refer to a member who is behind you, Madam Deputy Speaker.  I 
know you will call me to order if I am in the wrong.  The member for Bunbury does now enter the house and he 
was the only member behind you, Madam Deputy Speaker, who was concerning himself with the 2005-06 
budget.   

When the Treasurer delivered his budget speech last Thursday afternoon, it was with some concern that I did not 
hear him mention the following words and they can be interpreted in many ways.  I did not hear the word 
“agriculture” mentioned or the word in association with agriculture “salinity” mentioned.  I did not hear the word 
“fisheries” mentioned.  I did not hear the phrase “indigenous communities” mentioned.  I did not hear the phrase 
“mental health” mentioned.   

I am new to this house but I assume the budget speech is a signal that the Treasurer can deliver to not only the 
members of this house, but also the community of Western Australia.  He is the Treasurer of Western Australia 
and by delivering a signal which excludes I believe some fundamental parts of our broader community, he 
signals to this community that in some senses they are not important.  That is not so.  The budget speech may not 
be Shakespearean or that entertaining.  In fact, the Treasurer might not be Sir Laurence Olivier in his delivery, 
but I do expect that in a Treasurer’s speech to this house there might be some acknowledgment of the important 
problems that we in this society all have, and I am not politicising this at all.  It is important that the “light opera 
company” of Belmont deliver those sorts of things in a budgetary speech to this house.  It was interesting to note 
in the second reading speech that the Treasurer referred to many areas that are totally exclusive to regional 
Western Australia, such as agriculture, salinity, fisheries and indigenous communities.   

I will detail the lack of funding in this budget for the seat of Greenough.  However, I also want to consider some 
of the implications of the budget in a broader sense, particularly from a state perspective.  It is important to have 
a wider vision of the implications of the budget, and I will start with education.  I congratulate the government, 
as I think it is fantastic, on its promise of $8 million to the Kalbarri District High School.  I am sure that the 
principal, Linda Moore, and the staff of that school, who have lobbied very strongly and very vigorously for a 
great period, will be very happy and encouraged by that outcome.  I congratulate the government for making that 
commitment to Kalbarri District High School.  I must admit also that Hon Murray Criddle, a member of the 
other house, and I spent a considerable amount of time last year lobbying the Department of Education and 
Training on behalf of the Kalbarri District High School.  It is wonderful to see the government acknowledge 
some of the requirements in that region.  I also congratulate the government for its ongoing commitment to 
education in Geraldton, particularly at the Geraldton Secondary College and the John Willcock College.  Both 
colleges have been neglected in the past and it is good to see the government acknowledging the work done at 
those colleges, particularly, again, by the staff who work very hard and quite often without reward.  

Mr R.C. Kucera:  And the exceptional local member, of course! 

Mr G.A. WOODHAMS:  An exceptional local member, whom I will not mention by name, as I am not allowed 
to. 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  We can mention the member for Geraldton, who is exceptional. 
Mr G.A. WOODHAMS:  Yes, I can call him the member for Geraldton.  I do not have any problem accepting 
his role in assisting both Geraldton Secondary College and John Willcock College in achieving a decent 
outcome.  I also note that the Batavia Coast Marine Centre, which is advancing quite nicely at Separation Point, 
has received quite a deal of encouragement from my northern colleague the member for Geraldton.  However, it 
distresses me that other parts of the region, particularly Dongara, have similar requirements to that of Kalbarri 
District High School.  Dongara has a growing population not only in the community, but also in the school.  A 
lot of people, unfortunately, leave the school because the facilities are not up to scratch.  I am sure the house has 
heard previously from members about the lack of facilities in their regions.  I ask the government to be generous 
in allocating funds to Dongara; however, I know it will not.  A question was asked of the Minister for Education 
and Training in the other house about the government’s commitment to Dongara District High School and I was 
told that it has allocated about $65 000.  That might pay for replacing the walls of some of the demountable 
classrooms and a roof that was blown off in the recent storm in Dongara.  The demountables were not new when 
they arrived in Dongara a few years ago; they were second or third hand.  The storms that made a great impact 
on the south west, and which have been very strongly detailed by members in other debates, also had a 
considerable impact on the community of Dongara.  The storm in particular caused quite a bit of damage to 
Dongara District High School.  However, it was not the Department of Education and Training or government 
funding that enabled the repairs to those buildings to take place so that the school could recommence operating.  
In fact, the community of Dongara came in and repaired the buildings.  It is used to doing that because the 
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government has not committed any significant funds to Dongara District High School to enable it to operate in 
what should be normal circumstances.  I make a plea to the government to help, and I will be raising more issues 
about Dongara high school tomorrow.  There are similar issues in primary schools across the Greenough 
electorate.  The Mingenew Primary School is a perfect example of a school that needs an upgrade to its facilities.  
The building is gradually falling down, and the only people prepared to make a commitment are the people in 
that community.  I bless the people of that community for making that commitment, but they must continue to do 
that because it seems that the government is not prepared to negotiate cooperatively with the school, the 
community or the Shire of Mingenew to provide facilities.   
In the lead-up to the last state election, it was impressed upon me that there is a need for a new school in the 
southern suburbs of Geraldton, which are part of the electorate of Greenough.  In fact, since the election, many 
people have impressed upon me that strong requirement.  The schools in the southern part of the City of 
Geraldton are all full.  People who are moving into this area cannot put their sons and daughters into government 
schools; they are forced to send them to private schools because there is no opportunity to get them into 
government schools in the southern area of Geraldton.  They either have to transport them for 20 minutes across 
town or, more logically for many of them, send them to private schools.  It does not seem to me to be a 
reasonable answer for this government, which espouses very strongly the government education system.  There 
was recently an application for a private school in the southern suburbs of Geraldton, which may help alleviate 
some of the difficulties that apparently are being faced in this part of the world.  The application was made by a 
group called the Leaning Tree Community School project.  However, the minister in the other house has rejected 
the application, saying that the students need to be housed in government schools.  It seems a strange answer 
when government schools are full, and a group has been working for several years on an application for a private 
school, and it has been turned down. 

I notice in the education budget that places are proposed for 225 new teachers.  I am assuming that is over the 
next four years of the budget estimates.  Communities right across Western Australia can never underestimate 
the value of teachers.  Certainly, in our ranks in this house, there are some who have been teachers in previous 
lives.  It is a very difficult role.  Over and above the 225 extra teachers over the next four years - it would be 
wonderful if that could be achieved - I notice that $1.5 million has been set aside for behaviour management.  It 
is a critical issue right across the state.  Although I am not sure what funds were made available in previous 
budgets for behaviour management, or whether it was even recognised as an issue, we could point to issues of 
behaviour in schools, and acknowledge that they are very important.  I am not sure whether that $1.5 million will 
be enough.  Many of our schools have children with learning disabilities who need a full or part-time carer to 
facilitate their learning and help them get through their day at school.  That places a lot of pressure on those 
schools.  One of the schools in my electorate of Greenough, Walkaway Primary School, has a total enrolment of 
100 students from kindergarten through to year 7.  Three of the students in the combined years 1 to 3 class have 
fairly severe learning disabilities.  That places a huge burden on the teacher who is looking after those students.  
It also places a large burden on the school community.  I would like the government to acknowledge that 
whether this is taken care of by the funding for behaviour management or in some other way, we need to look 
seriously at how we can manage this situation on an ongoing basis.  I have highlighted the situation at Walkaway 
Primary School.  I am sure other members of the house can highlight instances in schools in their electorates that 
are just as challenging for the school environment.  I ask the government to look at different ways of utilising the 
funds available to it to help resolve some of these issues. 
Health is another issue that is close to the hearts of many members.  I do not think any one of us can avoid this 
issue in the electorates that we represent.  On occasions in this house we hear passionate pleas from members 
who are seeking a resolution to various health issues that they confront in their electorates.  I congratulate the 
government on its commitment of $49 million for a badly needed project at Geraldton Regional Hospital.  I am 
pleased that this project will now go ahead.  I am made aware through the budget papers of $800 000 for what 
was formerly known as Morawa hospital.  It disturbs me a little that it is referred to in the budget papers as the 
Morawa multipurpose centre.  I do not know what the inference is.  I would certainly like to be further informed 
as to whether the Morawa multipurpose centre is a total refurbishment of the Morawa hospital or a brand-new 
structure, or whether it is simply a service that will be provided in place of Morawa hospital.  I know from 
speaking to people at the Shire of Morawa that it is happy to receive this promised funding.  It is certainly an 
important issue for that part of my electorate.   

One of my concerns is that I have noticed that in the region that I represent, and in quite a few other places in 
regional Western Australia, such as Albany and Kalgoorlie, and also parts of the south west, there seems to be a 
centralisation of services.  I understand that it can be very expensive to provide specialist services.  However, if I 
were a patient in Morawa, or in Northampton or Kalbarri, I would be quite distressed if I were told that those 
services can no longer be provided in my town and I will need to be transported to Geraldton, because from now 
on all the services will be provided in Geraldton.  History shows that quite a lot of other services have been 
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centralised in larger regional centres.  That has caused problems in many of our smaller towns.  It has also 
caused a range of problems for some of our indigenous communities, whose members have been forced to travel 
a long way from where they would prefer to be.  They find themselves in what is often a “foreign environment” 
to them.  They find it very challenging indeed to receive appropriate services and to be able to relate to the 
situations in which they find themselves.   

I would like further elaboration on one issue, and I will try to seek it in some way during the estimates 
committee hearings.  I am talking about indigenous communities, which I have just been referring to.  There has 
apparently been some funding for what is called the Western Australian Aboriginal social and emotional 
wellbeing and mental health strategy.  I would like to know what communities will be involved in that, what sort 
of program it is, what the cost is, what consultation has taken place and who has been developing it.  It seems to 
me that for a long time in the history of Western Australia indigenous communities have not had a great chance 
to have input into their emotional welfare and, broadly, their mental health welfare.  That strategy is an 
interesting initiative, but I will seek further clarification of it.   

The member for Capel alluded to some of the agricultural issues in his reply to the budget speech.  I like the 
member for Capel, and, like the member for Capel, I am concerned about the absence of a lot of detail 
concerning agriculture.  Some members might find it amusing because they do not understand the issue terribly 
well, but I applaud the initiative of the Minister for the Environment relating to the cane toad policy that has 
been developed.  It is a critical policy for Western Australia.  What that policy is about is perhaps not widely 
understood in some of our major regional centres, including Perth.  However, I suggest it is an important policy 
and an important initiative, and it needs to be followed very thoroughly.   

I know that this side of the house is traditionally the bluer side of the house.  From the Liberal point of view, we 
Nationals might be the greener - I am not referring to the Greens party - side of the house.  Therefore, by 
political definition, the redder side of the house is on my left, so it concerns me that the policy for agriculture 
might be, with the government’s nature, not a blueprint, which we would rather have, but perhaps a red print, a 
rouge print or a pink print.  Perhaps it is a pink print.  It seems to me that the government side of the house has 
been persuaded, in developing its agricultural policy, to align some of its thinking with that of the Greens (WA).  
I suggest that if the government continues to go down that path, it might find itself in fundamental conflict with 
the future of the agricultural industry in Western Australia.  It seems to me that the agricultural industry is 
suffering quite a deal of neglect in this budget.  I will refer to two examples.  One is salinity and the other is 
genetically modified organisms.  If the house will give me its indulgence, I will quote from page 205 of the 
Budget Statements.  This is about genetically modified organisms, which is part of the Agriculture division, and 
it states - 

Segregation and legal liability issues and the lack of clear market signals about consumer acceptance of 
genetically modified (GM) foods in domestic and overseas markets have resulted in the government 
adopting a cautious approach to the commercialisation of GM food crops in Western Australia.  This 
will allow Western Australia’s primary producers and marketers to identify and capitalise on the 
advantages of marketing all of the State’s food produce as GM free.   

Basically, the government did not make a commitment but stayed in the same position; that is, it seems to be 
unwilling to make policy decisions about GM food.  If the government wants to make advances, it should create 
some GM zones in this state.  I am sure areas of the state would be prepared to grow GM crops on a broad scale.  
The government is lying down too easily to some green persuasion and flat-earthers who suggest that GM crops 
are deleterious to the future of agriculture in Western Australia.   

Another area of agriculture that disturbs me and an area of great absence in the budget - some money has been 
allocated, but much more is needed - is the management of salinity.  I quote the papers again -  

Managing salinity in the South West and maintaining or improving rangeland conditions in the pastoral 
areas are high priority land degradation issues. 

I thoroughly agree - 

 For agricultural land use some difficult choices will need to be made to get the right level of investment 
for longer term ecological sustainability of the natural resource base on which rural communities and 
agricultural industries depend.   

Nothing is wrong with that statement, which is easy to agree with.  The difficulty is that it is hard to find 
budgetary detail about how the government, through Department of Agriculture initiatives and real 
commitments, will combat salinity.  Although agriculture remains the second most important industry in 
Western Australia, if certain measures are not implemented by this government and succeeding governments to 
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encourage experimentation with various crops and programs to alleviate salinity, we will travel down the road of 
less agricultural profit and smaller regional communities; therefore, agriculture, which could continue to be one 
the great supports of this state’s economy, would be further downgraded.  This lack of action is evident with 
salinity and GM food at the moment.  The future of agriculture in this state could be determined by what is 
described as the Integrated Agriculture Research Institute, which is a cooperative between the Department of 
Agriculture and universities in Western Australia.  Once again, this budget lacks detail on how this program will 
be implemented, as this initiative is fundamental and incredibly important in regional Western Australia for 
people who derive their income, no matter whether first-hand or fourth-hand, from agriculture.  I would like 
more detail on that program.   

Another matter of absence in the budget speech - I do not suggest from the budgetary report - was fisheries.  
Most of us in this house eat in the parliamentary dining room on occasions.  Many of us eat there quite regularly.  
The member for Capel may try to ignore the members’ dining room. 

Dr S.C. Thomas:  I am in the gym instead. 

MR G. WOODHAMS:  Fish is on the dining room menu on a regular basis, and I am happy that that is the case.  
There is almost more detail about fish on the parliamentary dining room menu than is found in the budget 
papers.  Certainly, the Western Australia western rock lobster industry is the most sophisticated and successful 
commercial fishery in the world.  That was once cause only for celebration, but it is now also a cause for 
concern.  The fisheries portfolio has been overlooked in this budget, and in policy recommendations upon which 
this budget could have an impact.  The western rock lobster industry was the first commercial fishery in the 
world to obtain marine stewardship certification, which is an independent certification that guarantees that a 
fishery is sustainable and has commercial practices of sustainability and a range of other elements above and 
beyond those of any other fishery in the world.  The western rock lobster industry - our very own - was the first 
in the world to obtain that certification.  I would like to see much more research into the industry, but what do I 
find when I look in the budget papers?  I find that $29 million will be allocated to the commercial fishery 
industry, $14 million to recreational fishing and $7 million to aquaculture.  When I looked further at the 
allocation for aquaculture in the budget papers, all I could find was pearling.  That is the only form of 
aquaculture that would seem to exist.  I know it is not the only one, and members of this house should know it is 
not the only one.  I suggest to members of this house that there is a very good chance that some of the fish that 
they have eaten in the parliamentary dining room has not come directly from the sea off the coast of Western 
Australia but might have come from aquaculture.  However, do I find in the budget papers any reference to 
aquaculture other than a reference to pearling?  No, I do not, and I find that disappointing.  Some $4 million is 
allocated to conservation for Western Australian fisheries. 
Before I leave the subject of fisheries, I want to touch on another matter, which was raised at a budget lunch last 
Friday in Geraldton attended by the former Minister for Fisheries who is the current Minister for Agriculture.  
The question was raised about a commercial boat lifter.  This facility is required in the port of Geraldton, and 
also required to service the electorate of Greenough.  This has been discussed with various governments, 
including the Liberal-National Party coalition government back in the late 1990s, and the Mid West 
Development Commission discussed it with this government prior to the last election.  Certainly in discussions 
with the Mid West Development Commission, there was an assumption that there was a commitment and an 
understanding of the importance of a commercial boat lifter to the port of Geraldton and to the commercial 
fishing industry of Geraldton.  However, there is no mention whatsoever of it as a budgetary item.  I implore this 
government to take a look at it quite seriously.  It might be an issue that I will raise, and certainly the member for 
Geraldton is aware of it.  I think he would ask exactly the same questions that I am asking here tonight.  I am not 
asking political questions but quite simply putting forward a case for people right across the board in Geraldton 
and Greenough who have a definite and defined interest in commercial fisheries.  They should have access to a 
commercial boat lifter to have their boat lifted out of the harbour to be cleaned, repaired and maintained, or to 
have new boats, should they be built - there are plenty of them built in the broader community of Geraldton - 
lowered into the harbour.  I put that on record as a request because it is incredibly important.   
I have mentioned the Mid West Development Commission in passing when referring to the boat lifter.  I also 
mention the Mid West Development Commission for its role in several different issues of the broader mid west 
region.  One of the areas that are deserving of attention, and I cannot find funds dedicated to it in the budget but I 
can find reference to it, is the square kilometre array telescope development, which is proposed for the mid west 
region.  The Premier is certainly aware of it and is a great supporter of it.  The proposal is to have the Square 
Kilometre Array telescope in the mid west.  I think part of it would also go into the electorate of the member for 
Murchison-Eyre, and I believe that the proposal is dependent on the Western Australian government putting a 
proposal forward to the federal government.  I hope the area will be chosen for the SKA for this planet.  It is not 
merely a development for Western Australia but a development for Australia.  Only one site in the world will be 
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chosen for it.  We really are in the box seat for it.  Some moneys need to be dedicated by the government, at least 
for the plan to be enhanced - the plan exists - and taken to a federal level.  I am informed that the Australian 
government does not have a problem with it, so it is not an issue.  However, the Western Australian government 
has to be the proponent.  I would like to see some funding for it.  It does not seem to exist.  I can find reference 
to the Square Kilometre Array project, but I certainly cannot find any budgetary numbers attached to it.   

We have been talking about the Mid West Development Commission, which is located in Geraldton.  One of the 
true issues in the mid west is what could almost be called its Geraldton-centric nature.  Many things that are 
attributed by the government to the mid west are in fact happening in Geraldton.  Although I do not deny that 
Geraldton is part of the mid west - it certainly is a very important part of it - it seems to be, in many people’s 
eyes, the only part of the mid west.  At page 15 of the Budget Overview is a schematic headed “A Budget for All 
Western Australians”.  In the mid west, $15.4 million has been allocated to complete stage 1 of the southern 
transport corridor in Geraldton, $5.1 million to redevelop the Geraldton regional resource centre, $4.2 million for 
the Batavia coast marine centre, $4 million for the Geraldton Secondary College, and $2.6 million for the 
Geraldton foreshore redevelopment.  They are all Geraldton projects.  There is one project outside Geraldton, 
and that is to seal the Goldfields Highway from Wiluna to Meekatharra.  That seems to be the only major 
financial project for the mid west that is outside Geraldton.  I know there are smaller projects.  Everybody in this 
house would be familiar with the projects proposed by the Mt Gibson company at its Mt Gibson iron ore deposits 
roughly 80 kilometres east of Perenjori and its associated ore bodies about 25 kilometres east of Morawa, and the 
operation it is currently conducting at Tallering Peak, which is immediately north of Mullewa.  All those projects 
are fundamental to and inherent in what the government is able to deliver, given the budget surplus.  If it is to 
carry this sort of budget forward, it will need to bring on stream projects such as those of the Mt Gibson 
company.  Some infrastructure needs to be developed to accommodate such things as the Mt Gibson project east 
of Perenjori.  That can happen only with investment in transport infrastructure.  I do not see any reference to that 
in the budget.  It is critically important for the future of this government’s forward estimates over the next few 
years that the government seriously look at providing infrastructure and consider using part of the budget surplus 
to develop some rail links into the port of Geraldton from some of those areas to the east and south east of 
Perenjori.   

Mr J.J.M. Bowler:  Do you know which government pulled up the old rail?   

Mr G.A. WOODHAMS:  I am not arguing about that.  I am looking forward, as I think we should.  I 
acknowledge what the minister has said.  We could talk a long time about railways and what needs to happen 
with the infrastructure.  We could have a conversation that would be very rewarding and fruitful.  Planning must 
happen, and perhaps not on old railway lines but on brand-new ones over country that has never had rail before.   

I turn now to police.  I congratulate the government on its policy of developing police stations with two officers.  
In my travels across the Greenough region, I have found this to be something the police have wanted.  It 
provides them with some security, backup, relief and safety.  There is a range of reasons that we should have 
two-officer police stations.  That is a great move, and I congratulate the government for it.  Although the 
government is putting an extra officer into each of these stations, I also draw its attention to the condition of 
some of the stations.  Like many of our schools, they were built 40 or 50 years ago.  They are badly in need of 
repair and updating to service the needs of smaller regional communities, such as Northampton, perhaps 
Yalgoo - 

Mr J.J.M. Bowler:  Yalgoo is not too bad. 

Mr G.A. WOODHAMS:  There are two police officers in Yalgoo.   

Mr J.J.M. Bowler:  No, there are three.   
Mr G.A. WOODHAMS:  There are three now. 

Mr J.J.M. Bowler:  They do a fantastic job.  
Mr G.A. WOODHAMS:  They do a brilliant job. 

Mr J.J.M. Bowler:  The officer in charge has virtually worked himself out of a job.   

Mr G.A. WOODHAMS:  Where will the government move him to?   

Mr J.J.M. Bowler:  He has put in place programs involving the town’s youth.  His work is now being copied 
around the state.   
Mr G.A. WOODHAMS:  I thank the member for Murchison-Eyre for his comments.  The inspiration of 
officers such as the officer in charge of the Yalgoo Police Station needs to be translated to some other 
communities.  I was talking about the conditions of some of the police stations.  They need to be upgraded.  I 
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will come off the back of the member’s comments and suggest that it might be worthwhile for the government to 
consider the structure of the police and citizens youth clubs.  Some of the full-time staff of the PCYCs are 
funded by the police department.  In fact, they are police officers who have been seconded or have asked to be 
transferred to the PCYCs.  A range of programs are run by PCYCs out of their own budgets.  That funding does 
not come from the police budget or a government budget.  In many instances the PCYCs must raise the finances 
for their programs.  The member for Murchison-Eyre may be better placed than I am to describe the situation 
with the Kalgoorlie PCYC.  We do not need to do that in the house at the moment, but I know that some issues 
were involved.  The funding of PCYCs is an important issue.  They can often be centres for the development of 
innovative programs, particularly for people in our communities who are troubled by a range of issues relating to 
youth, the availability of drugs and alcohol, or mixing with individuals who may not provide the right example 
of how to live in our communities.  I applaud any program that can involve a community right across the board 
and can get people to feel positive about themselves, particularly if those positives can be passed on to youth, so 
that they can grow up with a sense of belonging to and having the support of a community.  I will be interested 
to talk to the member for Murchison-Eyre about what the officer in charge of Yalgoo Police Station has done.   

I again condemn the government for postponing the development of the Lancelin-Cervantes road.  The member 
for Moore was in the chamber, but is not here now.  That road is critical for not only the electorate of Moore, but 
also the electorates of Geraldton and Greenough and areas further north.  It has fantastic potential for tourism.  I 
alluded before to agriculture as being perhaps perilously placed as the second most important income earner in 
Western Australia.  Tourism ranks closely behind agriculture, at number three.  It could quite easily move to 
number two.  That would not surprise me.  We need to become more professional.  I am not suggesting that 
many tourism operators are not professional; there are some fantastic tourism operations in Western Australia.  
However, a fantastic opportunity is sliding by with the continual deferment of the completion of the Lancelin-
Cervantes road.  The road could be pushed through and maintained as a graded road for the next several years 
before a full bituminisation program is undertaken, which would alleviate many of the problems.  It would also 
provide some great tourism opportunities.   

Parts of the Brand Highway and the old Midlands Road are badly in need of upgrade.  The Brand Highway was 
pushed through in the 1960s.  The Midlands Road was its predecessor in terms of being used by vehicles 
travelling to the northern agricultural areas and further north.  The last time that parts of both those roads were 
upgraded was probably the 1960s.  I plead with the government to look seriously at that issue.  I do not have 
time to talk about some other issues, but having had the chance to address this house about the budget speech for 
the first time, it was nice to come into the house when only two people had fully paid seats, and now, at the 
completion of my performance, we are close to breaking even as far as ticket sales are concerned. 

MR T.R. SPRIGG (Murdoch) [10.50 pm]:  I realise the hour is late and I propose to share the remaining time 
with my colleague the member for Serpentine-Jarrahdale, so I will make my remarks fairly succinct. 

Mr P.B. Watson:  Can you give us the date when Austin Robertson kicked 15 goals? 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  I can give the member for Albany that date, as long as he can give me the date when Danny 
Malone knocked him out when he was a runner for Claremont. 

Mr P.B. Watson:  I remember the date for that all right! 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  I was very pleased when the newspapers came in tonight because the reputation of the 
member for Collie-Wellington was being sullied at that stage by the fact that the member for Mandurah was 
asleep on his shoulder.  When the papers came in that changed. 

I have looked for as many positives as possible in the budget.  I mentioned to one of the liberal university 
students who were here today that we would be making budget speeches and one of the students had a fond 
name for the Treasurer: Hector Ripoff.  That was interesting.  I will just address a couple of things in the budget 
to do with the electorate of Murdoch.  Health is an issue right across the state of Western Australia.  The 
electorate of Murdoch will be well served down the track with the fantastic new public hospital facility at St 
John of God Health Care and the new 600-bed Fiona Stanley wing.  I note that only $1.7 million has been 
included in the budget next year for that development.  If 600 beds are to be made available by 2010, a greater 
amount of money will be needed to start that process.  However, it is a terrific initiative, because of all the 
infrastructure at St John of God Health Care in Murdoch will be shared between the public and private system.  I 
congratulate the government on that initiative.   

Mr A.D. McRae:  Are you saying that you now support that plan? 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  Absolutely.  I have a health issue that is close to me.  It is sometimes very easy to say that 
health is the fed’s problem or a state problem.  My mother is 89 years old and she suffers from a macula ocular 
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degeneration; in other words, she is going blind.  She now has Hodgkin’s lymphoma, she is deaf and has a 
mobility problem.  She has waited at least three months now for a placement in hostel-type accommodation and 
she has been told she needs to wait another six months.  That is one of the ongoing health problems.  I am sure 
the Treasurer is aware that we must make sure that we can look after our ageing population much better. 

The Fremantle Kaleeya Hospital situation is interesting.  The other day when the Minister for Health mentioned 
the occupancy rates at that hospital, he referred to an initiative that would ensure that more public hospital beds 
were made available, but on one night recently, of the 95 beds at Kaleeya Hospital, only 13 were occupied.  That 
is not a good occupancy rate.  Day surgery and other events would have been occurring at that stage as well.  
There is a $3.5 billion health budget and some of it is being used unnecessarily, because at Kaleeya Hospital 
some of the young health bureaucrats do not like the colour of the carpet and they are ripping it up when it is 
perfectly serviceable.  They are also changing furniture and fittings in Kaleeya Hospital.  I suggest that that is not 
the best use of public funds.   

I congratulate the government on the free ambulance cover for seniors.  That is a fantastic initiative.  It was a 
bipartisan situation before the election.   

Mr E.S. Ripper:  Can I quote you tomorrow as applauding the budget?   

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  I am applauding aspects of it.  However, we might not applaud the Treasurer for the taxes in 
this budget.  The Treasurer kept his promise on one aspect of the budget; namely, motor vehicle registrations.  
He promised before the election that it would be reduced by $25, and apparently that will be implemented.  That 
is fantastic.  The Treasurer and the Premier promised that if there was a good outcome at the end of the financial 
year, they would consider reducing stamp duty on motor vehicle sales.  Although the state has a big budget 
surplus, the Treasurer has not kept that promise.  He is throwing money around all over the place.  As a result, 
car buyers in this town are still being disadvantaged when people can buy a commodore in the eastern states for 
$300 less than it costs here.  A hire car company recently bought 30 cars in Melbourne because the stamp duty in 
WA is too high.   

I congratulate the government on its promise to recruit 350 more police over the next four years, and for its 
commitment to ensure that 160 police will be relieved from clerical duties.  I hope that during that time the 
number of police who leave the service does not exceed that number.  I believe that has happened over the past 
four years.  The Murdoch Police Station is fantastic and does a good job, but it cannot stay open after six o’clock 
because there are not enough officers to man the station.  I hope eight or 10 of the 350 additional police will be 
based at the Murdoch Police Station.  

One of my constituents in Bateman - a middle-aged, disabled lady - rang me about six weeks ago to tell me that 
she had heard an intruder on her property at 4.15 one morning.  It was someone asking for directions to Leach 
Highway.  Fortunately, she did not answer the front door to the fellow.  She then called the Fremantle Police 
Station knowing the Murdoch Police Station - her local station, which is only a kilometre from her place - was 
closed, and after 85 minutes she still had not received a response.  That is very poor.  She then phoned Melville-
Cockburn Security, the local security people, who were with her within five minutes and they comforted her.  
She did not know whether the intruder was still around.  When she contacted the Murdoch Police Station the 
next day, she was told she should have rung police headquarters in the city.  That is not good enough.  I have had 
a report since then from the same lady, who is obviously frightened from time to time, that she has called the 
new police call centre.  She got through straight away and was comforted, so that is a good initiative.  

All the other speakers have mentioned schools.  Some funding is needed for capital works at schools in the 
electorate of Murdoch.  I have a son in year 12 at Leeming Senior High School, and the other day I received 
notice that I would get a cheque for $200.  That is fantastic.  I thank the Treasurer very much for that.  
Unfortunately, the $200 does not go very far because it is high school ball season!  However, it still comes in 
handy for year 12 students.  There are also some other incentives for years 11 and 12 students.   

I notice that provision has been made in the budget for capital works at Rossmoyne Senior High School, which 
are well overdue.  However, what about a new music room at the Leeming Primary School, which it has needed 
for a long time?  What about the Rossmoyne Primary School feasibility study recommended by the district 
capital works committee because that school celebrates its fortieth anniversary this year?  Its classrooms are 
25 per cent too small; the staff room of 40 square metres is supposed to cater for 50 teachers.  When I was trying 
to have morning tea with the teachers there last week, it was virtually impossible for us all to squeeze into those 
cramped conditions.  The teachers there do a fantastic job.  The Rossmoyne Primary School P&C committee 
suggested that their school become a pilot for a feasibility study about whether it should be developed or whether 
it should be bowled over and rebuilt.  Given that there are a lot of 40-year-old schools in existence, that is a good 
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idea.  However, the members of that committee cannot get the minister out to talk to them, and that is 
disgraceful.  

I recently discovered a situation in which there is discrimination.  A student of All Saints College in Bull Creek 
can study a certificate I course in hospitality, which costs $1 000 at the Swan TAFE in Bentley.  A boy from 
Rossmoyne Senior High School, right next door, does the same course and pays nothing.  That is an anomaly 
and that is where some of the education budget should go.  It certainly is unfair discrimination.   

Speaking of Rossmoyne Senior High School, I was very pleased to go there last week and present certificates to 
some students who had completed the course in CALM cadets.  It is a fantastic initiative that teaches young 
people the value of the environment.  I commend that program. 

The biggest issue in the electorate of Murdoch is transport.  Members have heard me raise it in this chamber 
before.  I was most interested to read the Department for Planning and Infrastructure’s mission statement, which 
is to lead in creative solutions for land transport and infrastructure planning and delivery for the benefit of the 
community.  A plan has been in place for the southern roads area for some 30-odd years now, and this 
government has decided to change that plan to the detriment of the people in the electorate of Murdoch.  Various 
reasons for that have been given to me, including an unholy alliance between some local government people and 
some government people and some grubby little deals done with other political parties.  However the objective 
of these roads is obviously to get the major container freight traffic off the roads because the situation is just 
diabolical at the moment.  I consistently receive complaints that it is noisy and unsafe.   

Just the other day when I was trying to drive out of Benningfield Road into South Street in Bull Creek, a big 
container truck, obviously unloaded but still carrying empty containers, was intent on darting out to Kewdale or 
somewhere for another load.  Members who are familiar with the area will know there are four sets of lights 
within about a kilometre and a half.  I was about to pull out into South Street and turn right from Benningfield 
Road, and this truck came down on my right.  No sooner had he got through the lights, when the lights on my 
side changed to green.  He crashed a red light.  Fortunately, I had not taken off earlier, or I probably would not 
be here now.  I know the reason he did it.  He would have been stopped at the four sets of lights in the last 
kilometre and he was not stopping for another set; he just kept on going.  That traffic has to be moved from this 
area.  It is completely unsafe.  Sometimes when driving along South Street and Leach Highway, one has two 
container trucks on either side and it is impossible to see the sun.  It is very difficult indeed.  The government has 
a plan and I commend it on the plan.  It has a six-point plan to try to relieve the traffic congestion on these roads.  
I have looked through the budget figures and cannot find where the funding is for more rail freight to improve 
these roads.  It is a good plan.  The best plan is to build the ring roads and make sure that the container traffic can 
continue along the Roe Highway and go through to the port and the outer harbour, when it is built.  It will be 
much safer for everybody in the electorate of Murdoch. 

I have responsibility for sport and recreation, and I think there are some issues in that area.  I note that the budget 
really does not have any major new initiatives.  It talks about things like the proposed upgrade of the Members 
Equity Stadium that has been on the planning board for a while and also the indoor centre.  I note that the budget 
figure has decreased over the years and perhaps that is because of the provision for the Members Equity 
Stadium.   

Childhood obesity is a big issue and some money should be set aside to make sure that all kids do their physical 
education and play sport.  They must compete because it is a big health issue.  I believe the feasibility study the 
minister has organised for the provision of new facilities in major stadiums is a good idea.  We will support that 
right to the hilt, except that it probably should be extended to other regional facilities as well and other smaller 
ovals.  There is a problem with football and soccer ovals, particularly for juniors.  I think we would have a better 
chance of making use of school ovals.  I empathise with you, Mr Acting Speaker (Mr J.R. Quigley), because you 
have the red light shift!  The Western Australian Sports Centre Trust is a decent organisation headed by Graham 
Moss.  It currently controls the Challenge Stadium, the Speed Dome, the cycling venue at Midland and Arena 
Joondalup.  It probably should take over Subiaco Oval as well and the new athletics facility when it is built.  I 
welcomed the news this morning that the Town of Cambridge has seen the light and now agrees to the new 
athletics facility - hopefully it will, anyway - the Members Equity Stadium.  Local government should not run 
any sporting organisation that government agencies are putting money into.  I was fairly dismayed at the attitude 
of the people involved in football in saying that they did not want rugby in Western Australia.  The Super 14 
team is fantastic and will be playing at the Members Equity Stadium in a season or two.  However, that team 
needs to be able to play at Subiaco Oval for a while.  If football gets its act in order, it should be easily able to 
accommodate rugby at Subiaco Oval.  The Sports Centre Trust could even consider taking over the cricket 
ground at some stage, wherever that may be. 
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I was disappointed that Rally Australia will not be held in Perth after 2006.  I would be doubly disappointed if 
the government had to pay out on that event because it did not have an alternative venue for it.  It would be 
ironic if that event went to Canberra in the Australian Capital Territory, as government members appear to be 
paranoid about that place. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  You would have to be happy with the golf masters coming here. 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  That is a good one.  I thank the member for Riverton for reminding me that the golf is 
coming back to Perth, which is fantastic. 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  That’s a good one. 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  Did the Minister for Sport and Recreation have something to do with it? 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  I signed it up last year actually. 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  Well done!  Congratulations! 

Dr S.C. Thomas interjected. 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  The minister can take me out and we will play in the pro-am and we will find out then. 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  I’ll caddie for you! 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  I will leave the remainder of the time for the member for Serpentine-Jarrahdale.  I have tried 
to look at some positives, and I have found some positives in this budget.  However, the important thing to 
remember with budgets is that the intentions for spending the money are always good.  I will be following the 
estimates committee hearings next week very closely, as, ultimately, the Treasurer will be judged this time next 
year on how effectively this money is spent. 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Serpentine-Jarrahdale) [11.07 pm]:  I am very disappointed with this budget.  Despite 
all the tax increases that this government has made, I will not be surprised if this budget will plunge the state into 
more debt.  As a former small businessman, I learnt a lot.  When times are good, it is important to put a bit aside 
for the future.  Every good businessperson knows that the good times are short-lived and that they must plan for 
the future.  Any good plan must include some savings in the good times for when the good times end.  As a 
family man, I know that rainy days come more often than most of us would like.  That is why I am not surprised 
that the state is generating more money than it ever has.  The government is spending it faster than it is receiving 
it.  The government has increased taxes since it came to power and has made only a few token cuts.  A few of the 
issues in my electorate are especially highlighted in the budget.  One is Western Power.  It is an issue in all 
electorates and is also an issue in mine.  However, I was quite surprised to read in a media statement on the 
2005-06 state budget for the Armadale-Gosnells area that there was $96 000 for transmission works in 
Serpentine-Jarrahdale.  I thought that was quite good, although $96 000 would not buy much.  I made some 
inquiries and it appeared that the “transmission work” is the finalisation of a feed circuit.  That means nothing to 
me, but I guess from the word “finalisation” that the work has started at the Byford substation and now it will be 
finished.  I suppose we must be thankful for what we can get.  One of the things that Western Power’s 
infrastructure seems to be lacking is the resources to fix things up.  In the lower part of my electorate, in the 
country areas, there are many poles in paddocks.  Storms come through and blow them over, or fires come 
through.  I am amazed that they always go back and put more wooden poles in the ground.  I do not know 
whether it is just me, but I seem to think that our technology has not advanced since the 1950s.  We still put up 
wooden poles; we have not found a better way to deliver power to the street.  The same problem exists in 
Roleystone and Jarrahdale.  I notice that this budget allocates a lot of money for underground power.  As a 
former shire councillor, I know that that is very expensive to do.  In fact it would be very expensive to do in 
Roleystone and Jarrahdale, because those areas are on rock.  I cannot help but think that there must be a better 
way to move power around.  One thing I have always noticed is that when power goes underground, it ends up as 
one bundle of cables in the ground, whereas power poles end up with five separate wires that wave around.  I do 
not think that enough time has been put into thinking about how power can be transported in a better way.  It is 
great to see that the government is putting some money into it, but, from what I have seen of the infrastructure, it 
is not enough. 

On the Friday after the last storm, I was driving around in the southern half of my electorate.  One of my 
constituents runs a cheese factory, and lost power for about three days.  He has his own back-up generator, so he 
kept his 40 employees working away with little interruption.  He drove me out and showed me a power pole 
about 200 metres from his factory.  This pole was identified eight months ago as needing replacement.  It had not 
been replaced, so it snapped off in the storm.  About two days later, Western Power tried to reactivate the line, 
and set fire to the paddock, because the line was still on the ground.  Realising the problem, Western Power 
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workers came out, looked at the pole, dug a hole and put it back in the ground.  It is now a metre shorter, and still 
rotten.  I could pull chunks of rotten timber off it.  The Western Power workers have fixed it and gone.  It seems 
to me that, wherever I go, that is what Western Power has done: put a bandaid on something and got the power 
back on, but has not come back and earmarked certain parts for infrastructure replacement.  It just seems to be 
left loose.   

Another issue in my electorate would probably be familiar to country members in the chamber.  On a farm, the 
minute the power goes off, there is no water.  It is not possible to have a shower or flush the toilet, and the 
farmer is back to bailing water.  This is unlike the city folk, who can still turn on the tap.  Another problem with 
the electorate is about infrastructure that was installed 50 years ago.  The Serpentine-Jarrahdale grid is very 
large.  It includes very isolated areas like Keysbrook and Jarrahdale, and extends as far as Baldivis.  With a 
general outage in the lower half of the electorate, it would take a minimum of an hour and a half to get the power 
back on.  This is mainly because it is such a long circuit.  As a councillor in 2000, I had a meeting with Western 
Power to find out why it was taking so long.  The problem was that there was no way to reboot the circuit from 
the end.  Most circuits have a way of coming into power from both directions, but ours has only one entry point, 
and technicians have to go down the line and reload it to find the fault.  It can be very frustrating.   

I found another thing very frustrating during the whole storm crisis.  I think the figure was quoted of 120 000 
people without power on that Monday.  As was the case for all members of this house, people were frustrated 
calling the call centre and getting no information, so they rang their local member asking what was going on.  
We sat on the telephone, but could not get through.  I know that Western Power has displayed on a computer 
screen a map of Perth showing red zones for poles down, green zones for circuits out, and little lights showing 
where every field unit is.  I know it is available because I can access it through a friend who works in Western 
Power.  I should have access to that screen as a member of Parliament, because I could then use that information 
to get back to my electorate, and say, “We know the power is out.  Yesterday 24 000 homes were out, but today 
only 10 000 are out.  There is a crew in Jarrahdale and one in Roleystone, so the power should be on soon.”  We 
could not get any of that information through the normal channels.  It is very frustrating trying to help people 
with their problems.  There is a way in which we as members of Parliament can get access to that information so 
that we can tell people where the problems are.  That information is available, and we should have access to it.   

Mr J.J.M. Bowler:  Are you talking about putting it on the Internet? 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON:  Yes.  Perhaps it could be put onto a secure web page so that we can give people the 
information, because people are frustrated and ring their local member to complain.  I had my electorate assistant 
get on the telephone to ring Western Power to try to get an update.  I managed to shortcut that by getting onto a 
friend of mine who works for Western Power, and he looked it up and said there were two field units down my 
way, and X number of customers are out, and I was able to convey that back to those people. 

Mr J.J.M. Bowler:  Have you suggested this? 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON:  No, but I will suggest it to the minister, because it is quite a good idea.  It is definitely a 
problem that needs to be looked at.   

Another issue is water.  Byford is a fast-growing area with a lot of subdivisions.  There is a subdivision to the 
south of Byford called Byford by the Scarp.  In subdivisions the developers normally pay for the underground 
water, power and sewerage.  They also put in the phone lines, do the drainage and seal the roads.  They then sell 
the blocks.  There is a small town just south of that subdivision, about 300 or 400 metres from the turn-off to 
Cardup, with 40 or 45 houses, all on half-acre lots.  All those people are on bore water.  It has now reached the 
stage that in the peak of summer the water level is dropping and the bores are drying up, so those people have to 
cart in water.  It is a small community, and suburbia is now very close, yet when I met with the Water Authority 
just after the election to talk about this problem, it said it had no plans to put scheme water into that area.  I told 
the Water Authority that there are 40 customers in that area, and surely it would be worth its finding some way 
of helping the community, even if it meant putting on a levy.  However, the Water Corporation was not very 
helpful.   

It is great to see that the budget provides $34 million for the infill sewerage program.  In about 1999 the Water 
Corporation dug up my street to put in infill sewerage.  It was a massive hole.  I could not believe the amount of 
work that was involved.  We were given a certain time frame in which we had to pay for the infill sewerage, and 
we were then given a certain time frame within which we had to hook up to the infill sewerage.  It is wrong that 
people are not required to hook up to deep sewerage, because public moneys have been used to put in that deep 
sewerage, and people should be made to hook up to it rather than continue to use old-fashioned septic tanks.  
There should be a time frame within which everyone must hook up to it.  

Mr J.J.M. Bowler:  In how many years? 
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Mr A.J. SIMPSON:  A couple of years.  It is infrastructure that has been paid for by public moneys.  There may 
be 10 houses in a street, and five of the owners say they are prepared to pay the bill but they do not want to 
connect to the deep sewerage.  The whole idea of deep sewerage is to stop the waste from septic tanks from 
polluting the environment.  People should be required to connect to deep sewerage.  It is fantastic. 

Mr J.J.M. Bowler:  Some people complain about having to pay to be connected. 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON:  That is correct.  Perhaps the Water Corporation could do a deal with the local councils, as 
occurs with underground power, and impose a levy.   

A subdivision is taking place behind my back fence.  It is interesting to watch the developers go through the 
process.  We hear all the time about how the Water Corporation will dig up the street and put in deep sewerage, 
and two months later someone else will dig up the street and put in something else.  Optic fibre cable was put in 
from South Western Highway right through to Jarrahdale.  When I watched them dig the hole, I thought why not 
put the power, the water and the gas underground at the same time.  I do not know why they do not pool their 
resources.  They seem to be doing it very well in this subdivision that I can see over my back fence.  The 
subdivision has about 84 blocks.  They have put in the sewerage and the drainage, and they are now doing the 
road base.  It is amazing how quickly things can be done when all the resources are put into the same spot.  
There is probably an issue there for when we are in government.  I look forward to it.   

I turn now to the road network.  I must admit the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure has been very good at 
getting Tonkin Highway off the ground.  As a resident of Byford, I have seen massive growth in that area.  I first 
came to Byford in 1991 and set up my bakery.  For the first eight years it did not grow very much; it plateaued.  I 
honestly thought that Byford would be the Wanneroo of the 1980s.  When I first went to Byford in 1991 I 
earmarked it as an area that in a few years would pick up and take off.  However, it did not actually happen.  In 
2001 I was elected to the council, and I learned a bit more about how the process works.  People do not just buy 
a block of land and subdivide it.  They must get the zoning change approved, and there are town planning issues 
and so forth.  I learned a fair bit about it.  After I spoke to the land developers, one of the first things I noticed 
was that once they started to dig the Tonkin Highway, the council was flooded with applications.  At the moment 
there are about a thousand blocks on the market in Byford - they were developed by three or four different 
subdividers - all because of one road.  It is fantastic to see that growth.  This is the time when I should have set 
up my bakery, not 12 years ago.  Anyway, the growth has been quite phenomenal, all because of one road. 

However, leading up to the election there was an issue about the Tonkin Highway extension.  Currently, it will 
stop at Thomas Road.  That means that all the vehicles will get to Thomas Road, turn into South Western 
Highway, run through the town of Byford and continue down South Western Highway.  The council put forward 
a proposal to take the Tonkin Highway extension to the next exit off Orton Road, and then realign it with South 
Western Highway to get it past Byford.  This matter was an election issue for both parties.  We both drove it 
pretty hard in the lead-up to the election.  Unfortunately, now that the budget has come down, I can see that it 
will never get a guernsey.  It will sit there, and we will have to wait for another four years until an election 
promise is made, and away we will go again with a promise to build an extension past Byford. 

There is another issue with Tonkin Highway.  The original plan was to build the road from Thomas Road down 
to Mundijong, and cut through Jarrahdale.  That link road was a big issue four years ago.  By aligning it with 
Orton Road at South Western Highway, we would get rid of that problem and be able to identify a different cut 
through the scarp to link Albany Highway with South Western Highway and Tonkin Highway.  That brings me 
to another point.  That was a big issue, even in the 2001 election campaign.  It came to a head.  The Labor 
government came into office in 2001 and stopped all trucks using Jarrahdale Road, as it promised.  A feasibility 
study was undertaken to find a better way around that link road.  The report identified that the link road would 
not be needed for about another 10 years.  It looked at all the options and put forward three or four different 
ways to build the road.  I call on the government to get out that report and basically draw a line on the map to 
show where the road will be located.  That would help the community and the town to decide whether to keep 
fighting that link road.  It is a very big issue.  Every time an election comes around, everyone knows that the 
issue of the link road will be raised again.  The study has been done, and a few options have been put forward.  If 
we could get the line on the map, it would make everyone happy, and we could work towards it.  We would not 
know when it would be built, but at least the road would be marked on the map. 

It has been quite amazing to watch the town of Byford grow.  In January, 12 new shops were opened.  One 
business to open was our community bank, of which I am the chairman.  The Byford and Districts Community 
Bank is a driving force in the community.  It is fantastic.  It has been operating since 28 January and is doing 
very well.  It is putting a prospectus forward.  The town has grown very quickly since we have had the first bank 
ever in the shire.   
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Other issues of great importance in my electorate and in the budget are education issues.  In the budget, 
$6 million has been allocated for the construction of the stage 2 works at Canning Vale College.  More 
importantly, it will finally get airconditioning.  It was opened only last year, but it has no airconditioning.  It is a 
tall building with a lot of glass.  It is on a flat block, with no trees around it, so it is very hot.  The question of 
airconditioning for the college was a big issue during the election campaign.  I am glad to see that the school will 
get that airconditioning and that stage 2 will be commenced.   

There will be a new primary school in Canning Vale called the Bushy Grove Primary School.  An amount of 
$1 million has been allocated to commence the building of that school.  It is basically one street out of my 
electorate.  However, $1 million has been allocated for the plans and design work to get the construction off the 
ground.  The Atwell Primary School has just under 1 000 kids at the moment.  Just prior to the election they 
were promised that a high school would open in 2008.  In this year’s budget, $1 million is allocated for that.  
That will obviously be used to start the planning and drawing process.  My guess is that both schools will be 
ready to open in about three years, just in time for the next election.   

I lobbied hard, along with the member for Roleystone, for a high school in Mundijong.  We could not convince 
the government to agree to build the Mundijong high school.  Although a feasible study indicated that the 
Mundijong proposal would be a profitable private school, no private school would take it up.  Therefore, we took 
the initiative and will set up the Serpentine-Jarrahdale community grammar school.  It is a shame the 
Government did not take up the proposal, but it gave approval for a non-government school development at the 
eleventh hour prior to the election. 

It was great that the feds put in $150 000 over four years for self-funding schools, with the money to go directly 
to the school P&Cs.  I have helped a couple of schools make application to raise money for their projects, which 
was great. 

A brand-new recreation centre was opened at Byford last Saturday that cost $4.8 million, of which the state 
government provided $1 million.  I note that not one Labor member of Parliament turned up to the opening, 
which was a shame.  The shires contributed $3.8 million.  The facility has two indoor courts, a rock climbing 
wall, two indoor beach volleyball areas, a health club, a work-out room, a cafeteria, a 300-seat function centre 
with a stage, lighting and sound, and a creche.  The centre has an environmentally friendly design.  The function 
centre faces north to get the most advantage of natural lighting.  In the next two months, a wind turbine will be 
set up at the front of the building that was funded by the Peel Development Commission and the shire to provide 
power.  The shire has tendered out the operation of the centre to the YMCA, which was involved from day one 
with the building to ensure that will be a profitable operation.  Members who have been involved with councils 
know that recreation centres and swimming pools can drain council funds very quickly, so we are working to 
keep costs down. 

Another issue in the electorate is police stations.  I notice the budget contains, yet again, an allocation for the 
new Canning Vale police station.  The sum of $780 000 might secure land and put some drawings on paper, but 
it will not kick off the project a great deal.  Canning Vale is a fast-growing community.  It is under the City of 
Gosnells and its residential areas extend to the electorate of the member for Murdoch.  The Canning Vale area 
must be 12 or 15 years old.  The children of the buyers of original subdivisions have now grown up and have 
cars.  The most common comment I heard when doorknocking the area was the lack of police presence and that 
many young drivers were hooning at night.  The area is changing as the children of residents are getting older. 

Mundijong Police Station was built about 50 years ago.  When walking in the main door, the station is about as 
wide as my outstretched arm to the counter.  It was built to house one sergeant and his offsider, but it now 
houses in the vicinity of six full-time police officers.  The police station is too small.  The council has put a plan 
forward to build a new police station, and it was hoped it would receive some funding in this round.  The council 
would like to do a land swap with the government and give it a block on Mundijong Road.  A couple of issues 
are involved.  The police station is in town, but in the residential area and not on the main street.  The other issue 
was to co-locate emergency services.  The Mundijong fire brigade operates from a tin shed with enough room 
only to keep two vehicles.  Every time they want to carry out repairs or training, the trucks must be taken out and 
then returned and locked up again.  The area’s State Emergency Service is in the same boat.  We hope to provide 
a co-location building.  I will talk to the minister about the project to bring it all together.  It is amazing that these 
people are willing to risk their lives to protect our community, yet they are given second-rate buildings.  It is a 
shame. 

My shadow portfolio is forestry.  Members may have noticed that so far I have been silent on my shadow 
portfolio of forestry.  There is a good reason for that.  There is little mention of anything important for the 
industry other than money being spent by the federal government.  Much of what I have said already applies to 
forestry: the need for more power infrastructure, reliable power especially during peak periods, a more reliable 
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water supply and better road systems for the amount of transport in the region.  Industry continues to wait for an 
Albany ring road and country rail links.  Finally, I am halfway disappointed, but I can sympathise with the areas 
that are trying to compete.  I believe we can do much more with the money that we have than we are achieving.   

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [11.31 pm]:  It gives me great pleasure to be in the same chamber as the world’s 
best Treasurer.   

Mr T.R. Buswell:  Knock it off.  Come on! 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  Speaking for the constituents of Albany - 

Mr E.S. Ripper:  I can see more investment in Albany in the next budget! 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  I thank the Treasurer.   

Several members interjected. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  Members can take their time.  I am quite happy to be here all night to get my message 
across.  This is a tremendous budget, not only for the great southern but all country areas.  There is a $58 million 
capital works program for the great southern.  I was very disappointed with the member for Stirling, who is not 
here at the moment, who said that the great southern never got anything in the budget.  It has got $10 million as 
part of a $14 million commitment to the Albany entertainment centre.  Does that mean he thinks that no-one 
from the great southern is going to visit the entertainment centre and that it is only for the people of Albany?  
There is $8.1 million for the small boat harbour.  He obviously thinks that people from the great southern will 
not use the small boat harbour.   

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr J.R. Quigley):  Order!  During the budget speeches of members on my left 
there was no interruption by members on my right.  Courtesy was extended.  I ask members on my left to extend 
the same courtesy to the member for Albany.   

Mr P.B. WATSON:  I thank you for your protection, Mr Acting Speaker.  There is $950 000 for a footbridge 
from Stirling Terrace to the small boat harbour, and $5.1 million as part of a $7.9 million commitment for stage 
1 of the Albany ring road, which will be taking all the trucks from the farmers in the great southern, even though 
the member for Stirling says that the region has not benefited from any budget item.  There is $4.3 million to 
complete the region’s $12 million justice complex.  It affects the whole region.   

Mr J.J.M. Bowler:  How do the farmers move their live sheep for export? 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  That is right.  They all come through the port.   

Mr J.J.M. Bowler:  They go through the port? 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  Yes.  There is more to come.  There is $600 000 for the refurbishment of the Albany fire 
station.  The Water Corporation is spending $14.4 million on improving water supply and sewerage systems, 
including the construction of a 25-million-litre tank on Mt Clarence.  Homeswest is building or refurbishing 119 
dwellings in the great southern at a cost of $13 million.  I must admit they are very sorely needed.  Housing is a 
big problem in our area.  Crisis housing is at a crisis point. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  It is late.  It is a huge problem in Albany.  People trying to get Homeswest housing are a 
big issue.  For the Albany Port Authority there is $3.5 million for rail enhancement, which is to put in a little 
overway, so that trains can come into the port bringing wheat and woodchips, also from the great southern.  The 
Country High Schools Hostels Authority will receive $500 000 for planning and tendering.  Where do all the 
kids come from?  They come from the great southern.   

Mr J.B. D’Orazio:  How did your electorate get so much money? 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  Order!   

Mr P.B. WATSON:  I am a very good local member.  I know members opposite are very young and new in the 
house, but if they would like me to give them some advice later on how to work with the world’s greatest 
Treasurer, I am sure I can give them plenty of time.  There is $50 000 for the updating of the facilities of the brig 
Amity.  There is $100 000 to develop a coastal safety and information system.  This was done because of the 
Nathan Drew Memorial Trust for Coastal Safety.  Nathan Drew was a young boy who was drowned off the coast 
of Albany.  His family, instead of sitting back and feeling sorry for themselves, have established a foundation to 
highlight coastal safety Australia-wide.  The government has given the foundation $100 000.  I congratulate the 
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Drew family and all those involved with the Nathan Drew foundation.  The people of Albany got behind them.  
They are doing a tremendous job.  It was great that the government was able to give them this money.   

The government has allocated $15 000 to the Rainbow Coast Toy Library; $4 million to commence planning for 
the $20 million Albany Regional Hospital, which the people from the great southern will be able to use; and 
$43 million to complete the refurbishment of and improve the amenities in more than 400 dwellings in suburbs 
across WA, including in Spencer Park and Lockyer.  

An opposition member:  Why don’t you rebuild the whole town?  

Mr P.B. WATSON:  In four years, if the Liberal Party has done its work, it will have more things to read out.  
At the moment, members opposite are just novices.   

The government has allocated $706 000 for the maintenance and upgrade of the Quaranup recreation camp, 
which is in the member for Stirling’s electorate; $30 000 towards resurfacing six hard courts at the Emu Point 
Sporting Club; and $6 500 to improve the shooting range and clubhouse at the Albany pistol club, which is also 
in the member for Stirling’s electorate.  The government has also spent money on the Water Corporation.   

Today the Premier announced that the 2006 allowance for children boarding away from home will increase from 
$767 to $1 100 a year.  In 2006 the cost of boarding at a government residential college will be below $800 a 
year, which works out at less than $20 a week for full board, and that includes accommodation and all meals 
over the 40-week school year.  The Gallop government has invested $14 million in residential colleges over the 
past four years to ensure that students in regional Western Australia have access to quality education.  Where are 
these colleges?  They are in Esperance, Albany, Narrogin, Katanning, Northam, Merredin, Moora and Geraldton.  
Once again the Gallop Labor government is looking after regional Western Australia.   

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr J.R. Quigley):  Order, members!  It is late.  I ask members to extend some 
courtesy to the member.  He has 40 minutes left.  I am sure that the member for Albany was not going to take all 
his allotted time.  This could go on for a long time yet.  I ask members to extend him some courtesy in view of 
the late hour.   

Mr P.B. WATSON:  I thank you once again for your protection, Mr Acting Speaker.   

In the area of health services, the government has ensured that there will be free ambulance travel for aged 
pensioners.  That has been a big winner in my electorate.  Albany is a very ageing electorate.  People aged 65 
and over who are not on the age pension will get ambulance travel for half price.   

Several members interjected.  

Mr P.B. WATSON:  Do members opposite not think that is a good idea?   

Several members interjected. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  Two cancer care nurses will be provided in Albany.  That is very important for ladies, 
especially those with breast cancer.  We had a breast cancer nurse in Albany who was financed by the federal 
government.  The federal government withdrew the funding, so the state government has covered that shortfall.  
Once again the Gallop Labor government is looking after regional areas.   

In education, every 16-year-old or 17-year-old will be given up to $400; there will be 225 new teachers, 146 new 
TAFE lecturers and 100 new training mentors over the next four years; and there will be more computers in 
schools.  This is not just in Albany; this is all over Western Australia.   

The government has allocated $6.3 million to the great southern for the infill sewerage program.   

Mrs D.J. Guise:  What! 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  That is for the whole great southern region.  There is a lot of manure down there!  I think it 
goes a little further up.  The Treasurer should put a bit more money into the infill sewerage program in some of 
the areas represented by members opposite, especially those in the -  

Several members interjected. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  I would not call it the half-back line.   

Mr E.S. Ripper:  It is more like the halfwit line.   

Mr P.B. WATSON:  Yes, the halfwit line; I thank the Treasurer. 
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I also compliment the schoolyard blitz project we have had in the region.  The idea was suggested by a teacher in 
Geraldton.  I was in Geraldton to look at the football academy when I happened to hear about the schoolyard 
blitz.  We were very lucky that the previous education minister, Alan Carpenter, put some money towards it.  
The project was undertaken in the entire region.  The winner was Flinders Park Primary School.  Each school 
was given $5 000 to make over its school entrance.  The main reason for the program was to encourage more 
people to send their children to public schools.  I was the first president of the parents and citizens association of 
Flinders Park Primary School, but that had nothing to do with it winning, even though I was a judge, as was the 
member for Stirling.  Mt Lockyer Primary School came second and Tambellup Primary School third.  Tambellup 
is typical of a country school.  The school has three entrances, and something was done with each one.  It was a 
tremendous effort by the communities in all the little towns throughout the school district.  Little Grove, Mt 
Manypeaks and Frankland Primary Schools all got honourable mentions.   

The government has provided $4 million towards the $20 million upgrade of Albany Regional Hospital.  The 
Reid report recommended that Albany Regional Hospital become a hub, like the Geraldton, Kalgoorlie and 
Bunbury hospitals.  Some of the people who live in the smaller inland towns might not be happy, but we must 
face reality.  We cannot get surgeons to the small towns.  It is easier to get them to come to regional centres.  
There are insurance issues.  There is a better chance of getting obstetricians to work in larger hospitals.  This is 
the first step towards that.  St John of God Health Care is looking at setting up the first stage of its operations at 
the site.   

The number of dialysis places in Albany has been increased.  When Labor came to government, Albany had two 
dialysis machines in the old Telecom building, which had been funded by local people.  Because that is a real 
problem in our area, extra staffing has been provided.  Instead of people having to uproot their families to access 
dialysis services in Perth, they are now able to access them in Albany.  This is a huge thing for people in the 
country.  The people who need those services are on the dialysis machines all the time.  They used to have to 
take everything to Perth, but they can now stay in their homes and be surrounded by their families, which is 
tremendous.   

I will talk about police services in Albany.  I will first mention my old mate Superintendent John Watson, who 
will have a send-off in a couple of weeks.  I would not miss that for anything.  I do not know how he will be 
dressed or what he will do, but he is going out on Independence Day, 4 July.  He could not go out on 2 July or 5 
July; he must go out on Independence Day.  He has been a tremendous asset to not only the Police Force but also 
the whole great southern region.  The crime rate is down and confidence has been restored in the police.  Watto 
locked me up once, but that was on lock up your boss day.  The old handcuffs were a little tight.  He has been a 
tremendous asset to the community.  The Police Force in Albany does a tremendous job.  The police have the 
confidence of the people.   

Mr T.R. Buswell:  He raised money for the National Party.   

Mr P.B. WATSON:  Yes, but he said that he would not run against me because I was his mate.  He also raised 
money for me; he was not fussy.   

Several members interjected. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  Anyone who raised money for the Nationals was throwing his money away.  That was 
proven in the Albany electorate when the National Party got only five per cent of the vote in the election.   

The police do a great job on the roads in Albany.  Albany was the hoon capital of the state when the anti-hoon 
laws were introduced.  That has been knocked right on the head.  John held a meeting between the police and all 
the young people who used to drive above the speed limit.  They have all settled their differences.  I do not know 
of anyone who has been picked up recently.   

Albany Regional Prison is a great prison.  I went to the Albany Regional Prison a few years ago when it looked 
like it would lose some staff.  I also visited Hakea, Casuarina and quite a few other prisons around the state, but 
there is none better than the Albany prison.  The inmates of that prison respect the officers; they call them by 
their first names.  When I visited the prisons in Perth and walked along with the prison officers, the prisoners 
looked away and the guards did not speak to them.  Albany Regional Prison is tremendous.  I congratulate 
everyone there.  It is a great prison that is run well.  I hope to get the Minister for Justice to Albany to show him 
what a fantastic prison it is.   

Mr T.R. Buswell:  What is the food like? 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  They put on a very good morning tea.  I am sure that if the member came down he would 
see, but I do not like his chances of getting out. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 1 June 2005] 

 p2643b-2675a 
Mr John Castrilli; Acting Speaker; Ms Sue Walker; Dr Steve Thomas; Mr Grant Woodhams; Mr Trevor Sprigg; 

Mr Tony Simpson; Mr Peter Watson 

 [35] 

I will now refer to Anzac Day.  Some representatives from the city of Albany went to Gallipoli on Anzac Day.  I 
was invited but unfortunately I was not able to go.  Albany has a reciprocal agreement with the city of Gallipoli 
and that has been fostered.  People from Gallipoli came over two years ago and representatives from the City of 
Albany went over there this year.  It was great to see after all the problems during the war.  Albany was the start 
for the Anzacs before they set off for Gallipoli.  There are big plans in Albany at the moment.  I received a 
briefing note yesterday about a bit of controversy in town and whether it should be called Anzac Park or Peace 
Park.  In the previous budget, the state government contributed $250 000 to kick-start Anzac Park.  In 2014, it 
will be 100 years since the Anzacs left Albany and we hope to have Anzac Park, or whatever it will be called, all 
set up because Anzac Park has huge tourist potential for Albany.  A lot of people cannot get to Gallipoli but they 
can come to Albany and see where their grandfather, great grandfather or other relations left from to go to 
Gallipoli.  When they went through the heads and looked back, the last thing they saw was Albany before they 
went off to war.  As we know, a lot of them did not come home.  Albany is a great Anzac town.  The Returned 
and Services League of Australia in Albany does a tremendous job.  It has quite a few memorial events during 
the year, which other towns do not have.  Albany has Kapyong Day for those who went to Korea.  It also has a 
service at Camp Cowaramup, where there are two graves, for an Australian soldier and an American soldier.  
Last weekend we had an event for the submariners.  A lot of people do not know that the American submariners 
worked out of Albany during the war.  A lot of people do not know that when they left Albany and went on 
patrol they missed most of their targets.  One of the local fishermen, Mr Swarbrick, lent his nets to the US 
submariners so they could work out why the torpedoes were not working properly.  They worked it out and the 
next time they went out, the torpedoes were very successful. 

Mr J.B. D’Orazio:  They were bombing Albany, were they? 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  No.  That gets me to the next point of bombs in Albany Harbour, which is a very good 
point.  I asked a question without notice of the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure about the bombs in 
Albany Harbour.  After the second World War, the bombs were supposed to be dropped off the Continental 
Shelf, but obviously the people were a bit lazy or some fell over the side.  There are quite a few in the harbour.  
We called on the National Party and the Liberal Party to put pressure on their federal counterparts.  The Leader 
of the National Party said we were blaming the government for everything.  The port is probably the most 
important part of the hinterland because everything comes into the port.  The Leader of the National Party said it 
was rubbish.  Wilson Tuckey and I probably agree on one or two things a year, either a winner at the horses or 
nothing else, but we did agree on this.  He came up with a proposition that the Special Air Service clear the 
bombs from the harbour.  I have written to all Western Australian federal members of Parliament.  I am very 
disappointed with members of the state National Party.  Its members have shown no guts on this issue at all.  
They have just laid down, like they usually do, with the Liberal Party and with John Anderson.  This is a huge 
issue.  The farmers bring all their produce into the port, such as woodchips and grain, and there is something 
wrong with the harbour.  The Nationals say not to worry about it and that they will not put pressure on the 
government.  They are typical National Party members: lions in the bush, pussy cats in Parliament, and this is 
just another example of that. 

Dr S.C. Thomas:  That is an outrageous statement. 
Mr P.B. WATSON:  I thank the member.  That is one of the nicest things he has ever said to me.   
I refer to the Clontarf Football Academy.  Gerard Neesham does a tremendous job there.  As a result of the state 
government’s election promises I received an e-mail from him.  He will be coming down within the next two 
weeks to establish a football academy in Albany.   
Mr T.R. Buswell:  Did you get a couple of million dollars?   

Mr P.B. WATSON:  Bunbury is getting an academy also.  The member for Vasse must know that, given he is a 
local member in that area.  
Mr T.R. Buswell:  I don’t go to Bunbury.   
Mr P.B. WATSON:  Football academies are to be established all over the state.  I visited the Midwest Football 
Academy in Geraldton and the retention rate of young Aboriginal boys there is tremendous.  The academy works 
in very closely with the police.  When I visited Geraldton, 35 Aboriginal boys who had dropped out of school 
were back in school, and they were encouraging other young people to join the academy.  Rather than just 
leaving the academy, they were coaching mixed junior footy teams, and not just Aboriginal teams.  They were 
helping the young Nyoongah boys.  It was great to see.  I know the academy will be very successful in Albany.  
There are some tremendous young Aboriginal footballers in Albany.   

I congratulate the North Albany Football Club, which is about three games clear of the other clubs at present.  
Some very exciting young Aboriginal footballers are playing in our league at the moment.  I remember young 
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Williams, who is playing for Hawthorn.  When I was involved in junior football in Albany, one day he kicked 16 
goals for the under sixteens and then played with the colts in the afternoon and kicked another nine goals.  I do 
not know whether he will win an award for goal kicking this year.  He is one of the most talented sportsmen I 
have ever seen.  He had a bit of an attitude problem when he was younger, but that seems to have changed.  
There are nine or 10 boys in Tambellup, Albany or Katanning - 

An opposition member:  Pingrup.   

Mr P.B. WATSON:  Wherever.  They are getting left behind.  These football academies will help them.  

Mr R.C. Kucera:  It is a shame about poor old South Mt Barker.  

Mr P.B. WATSON:  Yes, South Mt Barker dropped out this year.  It is a huge problem up there.  People who 
are not involved in football go to the annual general meetings and say that South Mt Barker cannot combine with 
North Mt Barker.  I hosted a radio program for 13 years for the ABC.  On one April Fool’s day I said that the 
two teams had amalgamated; as a result, during the weekend 70 telephone messages were left on the answering 
machine.  

Mr R.C. Kucera:  Perhaps we should get you to go on Fremantle radio.  

Mr P.B. WATSON:  We said one year that Peter Sumich had transferred to the Dockers and that prompted a 
few phone calls.  

I know everyone is pretty tired, but before I finish I want to thank my staff.   

Mr T.R. Buswell:  Carry on.   

Mr P.B. WATSON:  An extension?  Thank you.  I thank my staff.  Over the next four years some of the new 
members will realise how important their staff are.  I thank Guy Wroth, and I must check the spelling of his 
name because when I have mentioned him before I have not checked Hansard.  I also thank Julie Hooper and 
Pam Stoney.  We are away from our electorate offices for weeks at a time when Parliament sits and those people 
carry the office.  They are the front line and they do a tremendous job.  It is difficult to show how much we 
appreciate them, but I thank them here tonight for the tremendous work they do.   

I spoke to the member for South Perth about holding the races in Albany on Anzac Day, when a very big crowd 
goes to Albany.  The Racing and Wagering Western Australia board should consider that.  I thank the board for 
what it has given racing but it should not forget country races.  It is all very well to say that country racing prize 
money is increasing by 30 per cent and in the city it is increasing by 20 per cent.  However, it is 30 per cent of a 
very low base.  Prize money at a mid-week race in Perth is $15 000, and on a Saturday in Albany it is $3 000.  
The prize money for one mid-week race in Perth is equal to the prize money for five races in Albany.  It is great 
to see that the first 12 losing horses will be paid $100.  We do not get any more than 12 horses starting in 
Albany, so everybody who races a horse in Albany is paid 100 bucks.  Country racing is the same as everything 
else that starts in the country; it is a breeding ground.  We have a couple of trainers in Steve and Chris Wolfe.  
We also have young Darren McAuliffe, who has a horse in the big race at the weekend.  The horse is called 
Impressive Stats.  These are the breeding grounds for racing.  Like trotting, if we do not get the money into the 
country areas, racing will die.  I am glad the Minister for Racing and Gaming has come into the house and I am 
sure he will take my comments on board. 

A government member:  He has a bucket full of money. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  He has; that is good to see. 

I am disappointed with the National Party for saying there is no money going to country areas.  I know that 
Albany did very well, but Geraldton, Bunbury and Kalgoorlie, all the regional centres - 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  What about Warren-Blackwood?   

Mr P.B. WATSON:  I have never heard of it.   

Mr P.D. Omodei:  Do you know where it is? 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  I come up the main highway. 

I am sure that when the Liberal Party was in government Warren-Blackwood did very well.  I appreciate the 
member making a comment on my speech and I thank him for his time. 

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr J.C. Kobelke (Leader of the House). 

House adjourned at 11.56 pm 

__________ 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 1 June 2005] 

 p2643b-2675a 
Mr John Castrilli; Acting Speaker; Ms Sue Walker; Dr Steve Thomas; Mr Grant Woodhams; Mr Trevor Sprigg; 

Mr Tony Simpson; Mr Peter Watson 

 [37] 

 


